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S 757
Charlie Wolf Nuclear Workers Compensation Act

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Labor and Employment
Introduced: Mar 31, 2009
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S4082-4085)  (Mar 31, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/757 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Udall, Mark [D-CO] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CO   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO] D · CO Mar 31, 2009

Sen. Udall, Tom [D-NM] D · NM Mar 31, 2009

Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D · FL Aug 6, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Apr 1, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Labor and Employment

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

111 HR 1828 Identical bill May 14, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Workforce Protections.

https://legilist.com
https://legilist.com/bill/111/s/757
https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/757
https://legilist.com/legislator/U000038
https://legilist.com/legislator/B001267
https://legilist.com/legislator/U000039
https://legilist.com/legislator/N000032
https://legilist.com/bill/111/hr/1828


Summary  (as of Mar 31, 2009) 

Charlie Wolf Nuclear Workers Compensation Act - Amends the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act to expand the

diseases for which individuals who were exposed to radiation from nuclear testing may claim compensation to include

chronic lymphocytic leukemia, posterior subcapsular cataracts, nonmalignant thyroid nodular disease, parathyroid

adenoma, malignant tumors of the brain and central nervous system, brochio-alveolar carcinoma, and benign neoplasms

of the brain and central nervous system.

Amends the Energy Employees Occupational Compensation Program Act of 2000 to expand the definition of "atomic

weapons employee" to include an individual employed by a contractor or subcontractor of an atomic weapons employer

for purposes of compensation under the Energy Employees Occupational Illness Compensation Program.

Revises criteria used to determine established chronic beryllium disease compensable under the program.

Expands the class of members of the Special Exposure Cohort to include any employee who is not covered by specified

current requirements but was employed by the Department of Energy (DOE), or a DOE contractor or subcontractor,

before January 1, 2006.

Adds basal cell carcinoma and skin cancer to the list of compensable cancers.

Changes the presumption for a finding of cancer compensable under the program to a standard of clear and convincing

evidence that it was not sustained as a result of employment at the atomic weapons employer's facility. (Currently, a

presumption for a finding of cancer will be made only if the cancer was at least as likely as not related to employment at

the facility.)

Requires that potential compensation claimants are given: (1) a list of physicians qualified to perform medical and

impairment screenings; and (2) a written notice of benefits for which they may be eligible under the program.

Requires site profiles (exposure assessments) of contaminated DOE facilities to identify: (1) by trade name (if any) any

toxic substances or processes commonly used in such sites; and (2) the time frame during which the potential for

exposure to toxic substances existed.

Requires the Secretary of Labor to provide the public with site profiles and other information used to evaluate claims for

compensation, as well as statistical data regarding the number of claims filed and the length of time to process them.

Specifies covered illnesses to include all forms of cancer, silicosis, asbestosis, mesothelioma, lung fibrosis, chronic

constructive pulmonary disease, chronic renal insufficiency, peripheral neuropathy, chronic encepathalopathy,

occupational asthma, and pneumoconiosis.

Replaces the current requirements for compensation to the survivors of a contractor employee to require payment to

them of the compensation the deceased contractor employee would otherwise have been paid. Requires payment of the

compensation, if no survivors exist, to a claimant's estate.

Includes radiation and heavy metals, or a combination of them, as toxic substances exposure to which may cause a

covered illness.

Extends from 60 days to one year after an adverse decision the statute of limitation period for filing a petition for judicial

review in federal district court of any denial of a compensation claim.



Expands the duties of the Office of the Ombudsman in the Department of Labor to include: (1) assisting individuals in

making claims; and (2) functioning as an advocate on behalf of individuals seeking benefits. Authorizes the Ombudsman

to contract for expert services.

Requires the promulgation of regulations for: (1) the direct payment to providers of the costs of personal care services

and transportation expenses for claimants who receive medical benefits under the Act; (2) clear, concise, and easily

understandable explanations of the claims process, including claim denials; and (3) the retention of records in DOE and

the Department of Labor that might be used by claimants in the claims process.

Requires claimants under the Act 120 days to respond to a request for information from the Secretary of Labor.

Actions Timeline

Mar 31, 2009: Introduced in Senate
Mar 31, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S4081-4082)
Mar 31, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S4082-4085)
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