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HR 699
Hardrock Mining and Reclamation Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Jan 27, 2009
Current Status: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
Latest Action: Subcommittee Hearings Held.  (Feb 26, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/699 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Rahall, Nick J., II [D-WV-3] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WV   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (39 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Christensen, Donna M. [D-VI-At Large] D · VI Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Berman, Howard L. [D-CA-28] D · CA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D · OR Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Capps, Lois [D-CA-23] D · CA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Costa, Jim [D-CA-20] D · CA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-14] D · CA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-7] D · AZ Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Hinchey, Maurice D. [D-NY-22] D · NY Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-15] D · CA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Kennedy, Patrick J. [D-RI-1] D · RI Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Kildee, Dale E. [D-MI-5] D · MI Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Kind, Ron [D-WI-3] D · WI Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA-7] D · MA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Miller, George [D-CA-7] D · CA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Salazar, John T. [D-CO-3] D · CO Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-29] D · CA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Stark, Fortney Pete [D-CA-13] D · CA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Tsongas, Niki [D-MA-5] D · MA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. Waxman, Henry A. [D-CA-30] D · CA Jan 27, 2009

Rep. DeGette, Diana [D-CO-1] D · CO Feb 4, 2009

Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] D · MN Feb 25, 2009

Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6] D · NJ Feb 25, 2009

Rep. Shea-Porter, Carol [D-NH-1] D · NH Feb 25, 2009

Rep. Polis, Jared [D-CO-2] D · CO Mar 2, 2009

Rep. Lewis, John [D-GA-5] D · GA Mar 17, 2009

Rep. Lujan, Ben Ray [D-NM-3] D · NM Mar 19, 2009

Rep. Sestak, Joe [D-PA-7] D · PA Mar 25, 2009

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-9] D · CA Apr 21, 2009

Rep. Hodes, Paul W. [D-NH-2] D · NH Apr 30, 2009

Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1] D · ME May 7, 2009

Rep. Gonzalez, Charles A. [D-TX-20] D · TX May 12, 2009

Rep. Waters, Maxine [D-CA-35] D · CA Jun 2, 2009

Rep. Wu, David [D-OR-1] D · OR Jun 2, 2009

Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. [D-VA-11] D · VA Jun 15, 2009

Rep. Kilpatrick, Carolyn C. [D-MI-13] D · MI Jul 24, 2009

Rep. Wexler, Robert [D-FL-19] D · FL Jul 27, 2009

Rep. Chandler, Ben [D-KY-6] D · KY Jul 30, 2009

Rep. Moran, James P. [D-VA-8] D · VA Dec 2, 2009
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Hearings By (subcommittee) Feb 26, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.



Summary  (as of Jan 27, 2009) 

Hardrock Mining and Reclamation Act of 2009 - Applies this Act to any mining claim, millsite claim, or tunnel site claim

located under the general mining laws or used for beneficiation or mineral processing activities, regardless of whether

legal and beneficial title to the mineral is held by the United States.

Conditions federal issuance of a patent for any such mining or millsite claim upon specified determinations by the

Secretary of the Interior.

Subjects production of locatable minerals to a royalty of 8% of the gross income from mining.

Imposes a 4% royalty upon federal lands subject to an existing permit, and specified royalties on certain federal land

added to an existing operations permit.

Prescribes a hardrock mining claim maintenance fee for each unpatented mining claim, mill, or tunnel site on federally

owned lands.

Designates certain wilderness study areas, areas of critical environmental concern, and related areas as not open to

location of mining claims.

Permits a state or local government or Indian tribe to petition the Secretary of the Interior for withdrawal of specific federal

land from operation of the general mining laws in order to protect specific values.

Instructs the Secretary to ensure that mineral activities on federal land subject to a claim are carefully controlled to

prevent undue degradation of public lands and resources.

Prescribes requirements for the exploration permit process and for operations permits, including financial assurances.

Requires restoration of lands to a condition capable of supporting prior uses or other beneficial uses.

Establishes the Locatable Minerals Fund composed of: (1) penalties, fees, and royalties; (2) the Hardrock Reclamation

Account, and (3) the Hardrock Community Impact Assistance Account.

Amends the National Materials and Minerals Policy, Research and Development Act of 1980 to direct the Secretary of

Agriculture to initiate prompt actions to improve the availability and analysis of mineral data in public land use decision-

making with respect to National Forest System lands.

Amends the Energy Policy Act of 1992 to subject certain oil shale claims to the reclamation requirements of this Act.

Repeals the Building Stone Act and the Saline Placer Act.

Actions Timeline

Feb 26, 2009: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
Feb 4, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources.
Jan 27, 2009: Introduced in House
Jan 27, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E148)
Jan 27, 2009: Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.
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