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HR 6132

Veterans Benefits and Economic Welfare Improvement Act of 2010

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Sep 15, 2010

Current Status. Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.

Latest Action: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. (Sep 29,
2010)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/6132

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Filner, Bob [D-CA-51]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: CA « Chamber: House

Cosponsors (7 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Hall, John J. [D-NY-19] D - NY Sep 15, 2010
Rep. Herseth Sandlin, Stephanie [D-SD-At Large] D-SD Sep 15, 2010
Rep. Michaud, Michael H. [D-ME-2] D - ME Sep 15, 2010
Rep. Teague, Harry [D-NM-2] D - NM Sep 15, 2010
Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-23] D-FL Sep 28, 2010
Rep. Visclosky, Peter J. [D-IN-1] D-IN Sep 28, 2010
Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large] D-VT Sep 28, 2010
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee House Reported By Sep 28, 2010
Veterans' Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Sep 30, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 28, 2010)

Veterans Benefits and Economic Welfare Improvement Act of 2010 - (Sec. 2) Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
(VA) and the Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans' Employment and Training to carry out a joint training program to
provide eligible veterans with skills relevant to the job market. Makes eligible for such program any veteran who: (1) is not
otherwise eligible for education or training services through the VA; (2) has not acquired a marketable skill since being
separated or released from military service; (3) was discharged under honorable conditions; and (4) has been
unemployed for at least 90 days during the 180-day period preceding program application, or, during such 180-day
period, received a maximum hourly pay rate of not more than 150% of the federal minimum wage. Allows for payments to
employers for the provision of apprenticeship or on-job training under such program. Authorizes appropriations.
Terminates the program at the end of FY2016.

(Sec. 3) Allows a VA benefits claimant to waive any claim development period upon submission of a fully developed
claim, and requires the Secretary to provide expeditious treatment of such a claim. Requires the Secretary to notify a
claimant of a non-fully developed claim within 30 days after that determination. Directs the Secretary, in denying a
benefit, to include in a notice of that decision any form or application required to appeal the decision.

(Sec. 4) Extends the 120-day time limit for the filing of a notice of appeal of a final decision of the Board of Veterans'
Appeals for such time as justice may require, upon a showing of good cause. Applies such extension retroactively to final
Board decisions issued on or after July 24, 2008.

(Sec. 5) Excludes from annual income, for purposes of eligibility for VA pension benefits for veterans and their surviving
spouses and children: (1) reimbursements for expenses resulting from any accident, theft or loss, or casualty loss, or
medical expenses or pain and suffering related to such accidents or losses; and (2) payments of up to $5,000 paid by a
state or municipality as a veterans' benefit due to injury or disease.

(Sec. 6) Extends through FY2015 VA authority to obtain veterans' income verification information from the Commissioner
of Social Security or the Secretary of the Treasury.

(Sec. 7) Directs the Secretary to establish the VetStar Award Program to recognize annually businesses for their
contribution to veterans' employment.

(Sec. 8) Increases from $1,000 to $2,000 the special monthly pension for Medal of Honor recipients.

(Sec. 9) Requires the budgetary effects of this Act to be determined by reference to the latest statement titled "Budgetary
Effects of PAYGO Legislation” for this Act, provided such statement has been submitted prior to the vote on passage.



Actions Timeline

e Sep 29, 2010: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
e Sep 28, 2010: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. H. Rept. 111-630.

e Sep 28, 2010: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 370.

e Sep 28, 2010: Mr. Filner moved to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended.

e Sep 28, 2010: Considered under suspension of the rules. (consideration: CR H7013-7017)

e Sep 28, 2010: DEBATE - The House proceeded with forty minutes of debate on H.R. 6132.

e Sep 28, 2010: Passed/agreed to in House: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by
voice vote.(text: CR H7013-7015)

e Sep 28, 2010: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by voice vote. (text: CR H7013-
7015)

e Sep 28, 2010: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.

e Sep 15, 2010: Introduced in House

e Sep 15, 2010: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.

e Sep 15, 2010: H.R. 6132 incorporates language from H.R. 929, H.R. 4541, H.R. 5064, H.R. 5484 and H.R. 5549.
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