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S584
Complete Streets Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works

Introduced: Mar 12, 2009

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works. (Mar 12, 2009)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/584

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA]
Party: Democratic + State: IA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (14 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D - DE Mar 12, 2009
Sen. Specter, Arlen [R-PA] R - PA Apr 2, 2009
Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] D - AK May 4, 2009
Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D-VT May 4, 2009
Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] |- VT May 4, 2009
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Jun 22, 2009
Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D - Ml Sep 8, 2009
Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D-FL Oct 5, 2009
Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D - MN Oct 21, 2009
Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] D -MD Nov 17, 2009
Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D-IL Nov 17, 2009
Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D - NY Dec 1, 2009
Sen. Lincoln, Blanche L. [D-AR] D-AR Apr 20, 2010
Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN] D - MN May 12, 2010
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To Mar 12, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works
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Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
111 HR 1443 Identical bill Mar 12, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit.

Summary (as of Mar 12, 2009)

Complete Streets Act of 2009 - Requires each state to have in effect within two years a law, or each state department of
transportation and metropolitan planning organization (MPO) an explicit policy statement, that requires all federally-
funded transportation projects, with certain exceptions, to accommodate the safety and convenience of all users in
accordance with certain complete streets principles.

Defines "complete streets principles" as federal, state, local, or regional level transportation laws, policies, or principles
which ensure that the safety and convenience of all users of a transportation system, including pedestrians, bicyclists,
public transit users, children, older individuals, motorists, and individuals with disabilities, are accommodated in all
phases of project planning and development.

Allows such law or policy to make project-specific exemptions from such principles only if: (1) affected roadways prohibit
specified users by law from using them, the cost of a compliance project would be excessively disproportionate to the
need, or the population and employment densities or level of transit service around a roadway is so low that there is no
need to implement such principles; and (2) all such exemptions are properly approved.

Requires: (1) the Secretary to establish a method for ensuring compliance by state departments of transportation and
MPOs with complete streets principles; and (2) states to require every agency responsible for a project within an
approved transportation improvement program to review and certify project compliance with complete streets principles.

Requires states noncompliant with complete streets principles to use a portion of their surface transportation program
funds to carry out a highway safety program.

Requires the Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board to issue final standards for accessibility of new
construction and alterations of pedestrian facilities for public rights-of-way.

Requires the Secretary to conduct research regarding complete streets to: (1) assist states, MPOs, and local jurisdictions
in developing and implementing complete streets-compliant plans, projects, procedures, policies, and training programs;
and (2) establish benchmarks for, and provide technical guidance on, implementing complete streets policies and
principles.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 12, 2009: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 12, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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