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HR 5676
REMEDIES Act

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: Jul 1, 2010
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources.  (Jul 8, 2010) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/5676 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: TX   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred To Jul 1, 2010

Judiciary Committee House Referred To Jul 1, 2010

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Jul 8, 2010

Science, Space, and Technology Committee House Referred To Jul 1, 2010

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Jul 2, 2010

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Jul 2, 2010

Ways and Means Committee House Referred To Jul 1, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jul 1, 2010) 

Omnibus Right to Equitable Means of Ensuring Damages for Injuries are Efficiently Secured Act of 2010 or the

REMEDIES Act - Amends the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 to: (1) increase (doubling, in most cases) the limits on the total of

the liability of, and the removal costs incurred by or on behalf of, the party responsible for a vessel or facility from which

oil is discharged into or upon navigable waters, adjoining shorelines, or the exclusive economic zone; and (2) require the

President to pay any person to whom a responsible party is liable under such Act the amount of such liability that is not

recoverable from the responsible party because of such limitations. Requires the President to pay such amounts: (1) first

from the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund up to a specified limit for any incident; and (2) then from amounts that may be

received by the United States as a levy on persons in the oil industry to recover the remaining amount of such liability.

Amends the Internal Revenue Code to: (1) increase from $2 billion to $10 billion the level of the unobligated balance in

such Fund at which the Fund financing rate becomes applicable; (2) increase the per incident limit on expenditures from

the Fund from $1 billion to $10 billion for cleanup of oil spills and from $500 million to $5 billion for natural resource

damage assessments and claims; and (3) increase and make permanent the Fund financing rate.

Applies the Jones Act to individuals employed on an offshore facility and authorizes such an individual or a seaman

injured in the course of employment, or such person's surviving spouse, parent, child, sibling, or dependent relative, to

bring an action against the employer or any person whose act or omission was a cause of the injury or death.

Amend the Deaths on the High Seas Act to revise provisions concerning civil actions to allow for recovery by the

decedent's surviving spouse, parent, child, sibling, or dependent relative of: (1) punitive damages in cases of gross

negligence or willful misconduct; (2) nonpecuniary damages; and (3) compensation for the decedent's pain and suffering.

Restricts recovery by noncitizens and nonresident alien workers for incidents arising during international voyages of

foreign vessels.

Amends the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (commonly known as the Clean Water Act) to require vessel and facility

response plans for responding to a worst case discharge of oil or a hazardous substance to: (1) include redundancies

that specify response actions that will be taken if other actions specified in the plan fail; and (2) be vetted by impartial

experts.

Amends the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to: (1) prohibit the Secretary of the Interior from issuing any license or

permit authorizing drilling for oil and gas on the outer Continental Shelf unless the applicant has such a response plan

approved for the vessel or facility that will conduct such drilling; and (2) authorize the suspension or temporary prohibition

of operations under any license or permit if five or more violations of the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 or

other safety laws or regulations occur in such operations within one year.

Authorizes the Secretary of Homeland Security (DHS) to require any entity that is liable for damages under the Oil

Pollution Act of 1990 to establish an independent claims system for all claims in regard to the same incident.

Requires the President to: (1) establish an emergency oil spill coordination team; (2) appoint a research and development

team to review and recommend new technologies that prevent oil spills, especially deep water drilling oil spills; and (3)

issue regulations that establish limitations on liability under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 that are substantially similar to

the limitations established by the Price-Anderson Act.

Requires: (1) the oil industry to establish a $1 billion research and development fund to develop the latest technologies

related to oil spill recovery, remediation, and cleanup; (2) the DHS Secretary to make extensive post-traumatic stress



disorder counseling available to victims of significant oil spill disasters; and (3) the Administrator of the Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA) to establish a panel of experts to evaluate the long-term environmental impacts of the oil spill in

the Gulf of Mexico resulting from the explosion on and sinking of Deepwater Horizon.

Makes this Act effective on April 15, 2010.

Actions Timeline

Jul 8, 2010: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources.
Jul 2, 2010: Referred to the Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation.
Jul 2, 2010: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.
Jul 1, 2010: Introduced in House
Jul 1, 2010: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR H5492-5493)
Jul 1, 2010: Referred to House Transportation and Infrastructure
Jul 1, 2010: Referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in addition to the Committees on
Ways and Means, Natural Resources, the Judiciary, Energy and Commerce, and Science and Technology, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the
jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Jul 1, 2010: Referred to House Ways and Means
Jul 1, 2010: Referred to House Natural Resources
Jul 1, 2010: Referred to House Judiciary
Jul 1, 2010: Referred to House Energy and Commerce
Jul 1, 2010: Referred to House Science and Technology
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