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HR 5674
Mercury Reduction and Energy Security Act of 2010

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Jul 1, 2010
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.  (Jul 1, 2010) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/5674 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Costa, Jim [D-CA-20] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred To Jul 1, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jul 1, 2010) 

Mercury Reduction and Energy Security Act of 2010 - Amends the Clean Air Act to require affected units (coal-fired

electric steam generating units that have nameplate capacities greater than 25 megawatts and generate electricity for

sale) to reduce mercury emissions by the less stringent limitation of: (1) 80% capture of inlet mercury or an emission rate

of 1.6 pounds of mercury per trillion British thermal units (Btu) of input coal for the period beginning on January 1, 2012,

and ending December 31, 2014; and (2) 90% capture of inlet mercury or an emission rate of 0.8 pounds of mercury per

trillion Btu of input coal by 2015 and each year thereafter.

Specifies methods that owners or operators of affected units are required to use as reference methods in calibrating the

instruments used to measure the mercury concentrations in emissions from affected units.

Establishes excess emissions penalties for mercury. Sets forth compliance provisions.

Authorizes: (1) owners or operators of affected units that fail to achieve such limitations to request an alternate emission

limitation; (2) the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish alternate limitations if the

Administrator determines that the owner or operator has properly installed and operated continuous emissions monitoring

system and control technology designed to achieve such limitations and is unable to achieve such limitations; and (3) the

Administrator, after granting alternate limitations, to impose more stringent emissions limitations in subsequent years.

Makes such alternate limitations effective January 1, 2015.

Provides that this Act supersedes any other requirement in such Act with regard to the emission of mercury from electric

utility steam generating units.

Actions Timeline

Jul 1, 2010: Introduced in House
Jul 1, 2010: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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