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HR 5657
To amend the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to ensure that protection of the marine and coastal
environment is of primary importance in making areas of the outer Continental Shelf available for leasing,
exploration, and development rather than expeditious development of oil and gas resources, to prohibit oil and
gas leasing, exploration, and development in important ecological areas of the outer Continental Shelf, and for
other purposes.

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: Jun 30, 2010
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources.  (Jul 6, 2010) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/5657 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Quigley, Mike [D-IL-5] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: IL   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. [D-VA-11] D · VA Jul 22, 2010

Rep. Polis, Jared [D-CO-2] D · CO Jul 22, 2010

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Jul 6, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jun 30, 2010) 

Amends the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to revise the policy concerning resource development on the outer

Continental Shelf (OCS) to: (1) include emphasis of the importance of protection, maintenance, and restoration of the

marine and coastal environments; and (2) state that leasing, exploration, or development will be authorized in limited

areas only when sound science shows that such activities can proceed with minimal risk to the health of such

environments.

Authorizes the leasing, exploration, and development of oil and gas resources of the OCS only if the Secretary of the

Interior: (1) has a thorough understanding of the marine coastal environments affected by the activity and an

environmental baseline, the risks of exploration or development, and the potential consequences of emergencies; and (2)

determines, on the basis of sound science, that risks are minimal, rigorous safety measures are in place and will be

enforced, and there is a demonstrated ability to mount an effective response to accidents in real-world conditions.

Prohibits inclusion in an oil and gas leasing program under the Act any area of the OCS that, by itself or in a network, has

distinguishing ecological characteristics, is important for maintaining habitat heterogeneity or the viability of a species, or

contributes disproportionately to the health of an ecosystem.

Actions Timeline

Jul 6, 2010: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources.
Jun 30, 2010: Introduced in House
Jun 30, 2010: Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.
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