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HR 557

United Nations Transparency, Accountability, and Reform Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: Jan 15, 2009

Current Status. Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. (Jan 15, 2009)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/557

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Ros-Lehtinen, lleana [R-FL-18]
Party: Republican < State FL ¢ Chamber: House
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Rep. Gerlach, Jim [R-PA-6] R - PA Apr 2, 2009
Rep. Luetkemeyer, Blaine [R-MO-9] R - MO Apr 2, 2009
Rep. Lungren, Daniel E. [R-CA-3] R-CA Apr 2, 2009
Rep. Lance, Leonard [R-NJ-7] R -NJ May 14, 2009
Rep. Rehberg, Denny [R-MT-At Large] R-MT May 14, 2009
Rep. Roe, David P. [R-TN-1] R-TN May 14, 2009
Rep. Burgess, Michael C. [R-TX-26] R-TX May 21, 2009
Rep. Ryan, Paul [R-WI-1] R -WI May 21, 2009
Rep. Thornberry, Mac [R-TX-13] R-TX Jun 24, 2009
Rep. Campbell, John [R-CA-48] R-CA Jul 20, 2009
Rep. Latta, Robert E. [R-OH-5] R -OH Jul 20, 2009
Rep. Pitts, Joseph R. [R-PA-16] R :PA Jul 20, 2009
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Rep. Wittman, Robert J. [R-VA-1] R - VA Jul 20, 2009
Rep. Young, C. W. Bill [R-FL-10] R-FL Jul 30, 2009
Rep. Gohmert, Louie [R-TX-1] R-TX Sep 25, 2009
Rep. King, Steve [R-1A-5] R-1A Sep 25, 2009
Rep. Forbes, J. Randy [R-VA-4] R - VA Oct 7, 2009
Rep. Kline, John [R-MN-2] R - MN Oct 7, 2009
Rep. McMorris Rodgers, Cathy [R-WA-5] R - WA Oct 7, 2009
Rep. Griffith, Parker [R-AL-5] R - AL Mar 2, 2010
Rep. Jenkins, Lynn [R-KS-2] R - KS Mar 2, 2010
Rep. Rogers, Mike D. [R-AL-3] R - AL Mar 2, 2010
Rep. Roskam, Peter J. [R-IL-6] R-IL Jul 30, 2010
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Jan 15, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

111 HR 5065 Related bill Apr 20, 2010: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.
111 HR 2475 Related bill May 19, 2009: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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Summary (as of Jan 15, 2009)

United Nations Transparency, Accountability, and Reform Act of 2009 - Sets forth U.S. policy with respect to: (1) shifting
the funding mechanism for the regular budget of the United Nations from an assessed to a voluntary basis; (2) reform of
U.N. peacekeeping operations; and (3) Security Council expansion.

Withholds nonvoluntary U.S. contributions to the regular budget of the United Nations: (1) unless the Secretary of State
certifies to the appropriate congressional committees that 80% of the the total regular budget of the United Nations is
apportioned on a voluntary basis; and (2) to a U.N. human rights treaty monitoring body or committee that was
established by a convention or a covenant to which the United States is not party.

Establishes the Office of the United States Inspector General for Contributions to the United Nations System.

Prohibits the obligation or expenditure of a U.S. contribution to any U.N. entity unless the entity has provided the
Inspector General with a transparency certification and is in compliance with such certification.

Directs the Secretary to audit and report to the appropriate congressional committees respecting duplicative entities and
efforts related to Israeli-Palestinian issues. Withholds funds for such entities until any report recommendations are
implemented.

Directs the President to use U.S. influence at the United Nations with respect to: (1) publication of all U.N. subsidiary
bodies and their functions, budgets, staff, and contributions; (2) employee, agency, and funding financial disclosure; (3)
waiver of immunity; (4) adoption of a definition of terrorism and a comprehensive convention on terrorism; (5) anti-
Semitism at the United Nations; and (6) Israel's inclusion in the Western European and Others Group.

Directs the President to use U.S. influence at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to: (1) establish an Office of
Compliance in the Secretariat of the IAEA; and (2) prohibit Iran's access to nuclear material, technology, equipment, or
assistance until the IAEA determines that Iran is providing full access to IAEA inspectors and has permanently ceased
and dismantled all nuclear-enrichment and reprocessing activities.

Directs the Secretary to report to the appropriate congressional committees regarding U.N. reforms and personnel.

Withholds annual U.S. contributions to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA) until certain conditions are certified, and then provides UNRWA with limited contributions.

Withholds U.S. contributions to the United Nations Human Rights Council until the Secretary certifies to Congress that
the Council does not include a member state: (1) subject to Security Council sanctions; (2) under a Security Council-
mandated investigation for human rights abuses; (3) subject, within the prior five years, to a country-specific resolution
passed by the former U.N. Human Rights Commission; (4) which the Secretary has determined is a government that has
repeatedly provided support for acts of international terrorism; or (5) which the President has designated as a country of
particular concern for religious freedom.

Actions Timeline

e Jan 15, 2009: Introduced in House
e Jan 15, 2009: Referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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