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HR 5180
National Marine Fisheries Service Ombudsman Act of 2010

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Apr 29, 2010
Current Status: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
Latest Action: Subcommittee Hearings Held.  (Jul 27, 2010) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/5180 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Shea-Porter, Carol [D-NH-1] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NH   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (7 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Bordallo, Madeleine Z. [D-GU-At Large] D · GU Apr 29, 2010

Rep. Frank, Barney [D-MA-4] D · MA Apr 29, 2010

Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6] D · NJ Apr 29, 2010

Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1] D · ME Apr 29, 2010

Rep. Tierney, John F. [D-MA-6] D · MA Apr 29, 2010

Del. Christensen, Donna M. [D-VI-At Large] D · VI Jul 26, 2010

Del. Sablan, Gregorio Kilili Camacho [D-MP-At Large] D · MP Jul 27, 2010

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Hearings By (subcommittee) Jul 27, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 29, 2010) 

National Marine Fisheries Service Ombudsman Act of 2010 - Establishes an Office of the Ombudsman in the National

Marine Fisheries Service which shall be under the direction of the Ombudsman of the National Marine Fisheries Service,

who shall be appointed by the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Requires the Ombudsman to maintain a regional Ombudsman in each of the regions for which a Regional Fishery

Management Council.

Requires the Ombudsman to report solely to, and be under the general supervision of, the Administrator and allows the

removal of the Ombudsman only by the Administrator for neglect of duty, misconduct, or inability to perform the duties of

the office of the Ombudsman.

Sets forth the duties of the Ombudsman, including: (1) to act as a neutral third party who conducts informal, impartial fact

finding and investigations; (2) to identify points of conflict or contention (and to mitigate such points of conflict or

contention) between the fishing industry and the National Marine Fisheries Service with respect to the implementation

and enforcement of regulations; (3) through each regional ombudsman, to serve as a point of contact for local fishermen

and businesses that are regulated by the National Marine Fisheries Service; and (4) to maintain a public Internet site that

includes contact information for each regional office.

Actions Timeline

Jul 27, 2010: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
May 3, 2010: Referred to the Subcommittee on Insular Affairs, Oceans and Wildlife.
Apr 29, 2010: Introduced in House
Apr 29, 2010: Referred to the House Committee on Natural Resources.
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