LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — June 28, 2026
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/111/hr/5088

HR 5088

America's Commitment to Clean Water Act

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Apr 21, 2010

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment. (Apr 22, 2010)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/5088

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Oberstar, James L. [D-MN-8]
Party: Democratic + State: MN ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Dingell, John D. [D-MI-15] D - Ml Apr 21, 2010
Rep. Ehlers, Vernon J. [R-MI-3] R - Ml Apr 21, 2010

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Apr 22, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Apr 21, 2010)

America's Commitment to Clean Water Act - Amends the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (commonly known as the
Clean Water Act) to replace the term "navigable waters," for waters subject to the Act, with the term "waters of the United
States," defined to mean: (1) all waters that are currently used, were used in the past, or may be susceptible to use in
interstate or foreign commerce including all waters that are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide; (2) all interstate and
international waters, including interstate and international wetlands; (3) all other waters, including intrastate lakes, rivers,
streams (including intermittent streams), mudflats, sandflats, wetlands, sloughs, prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa
lakes, or natural ponds, the use, degradation, or destruction of which does or would affect interstate or foreign commerce,
U.S. obligations under a treaty, or U.S. territory or property; (4) all impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters
of the United States; (5) tributaries of such waters; (6) the territorial seas; and (7) waters, including wetlands, adjacent to
such waters.

Excludes from such definition: (1) waters that are all or part of a waste treatment system, including treatment ponds or
lagoons designed to meet the requirements of the Act; or (2) prior converted cropland. Declares that the final authority
regarding jurisdiction under this Act remains with the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
notwithstanding the Secretary of Agriculture's determination that an area is prior converted cropland.

Sets forth provisions defining waste treatment systems and prior converted farmland.

Prohibits a system or structure that is created in waters of the United States or results from the impoundment of such
waters from being documented as a waste treatment system. Authorizes a waste treatment system in existence and
documented before this Act's enactment to include a waste treatment system that was either originally created in or
resultant from the impoundment of such waters if the system's discharge meets applicable standards and limitations at
the point of discharge.

Actions Timeline

Apr 22, 2010: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.
Apr 21, 2010: Introduced in House

Apr 21, 2010: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E608-609)

Apr 21, 2010: Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
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