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HR 4533

Technology Bill of Rights for the Blind Act of 2010

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Commerce

Introduced: Jan 27, 2010

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection. (Jan 29, 2010)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/4533

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9]
Party: Democratic « State: IL ¢ Chamber: House
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Jan 29, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Jan 27, 2010)

Technology Bill of Rights for the Blind Act of 2010 - Directs the Secretary of Commerce to study and report to Congress
on methods by which blind consumers can gain nonvisual access to consumer electronic devices, electronic kiosks,
home appliances, or office technology devices. Requires the Secretary to promulgate a minimum nonvisual access
standard for each type of covered device that will ensure nonvisual access to such device by blind consumers. Applies a
minimum nonvisual access standard to a covered device that is manufactured after the date that is two years after the
date on which such standard is promulgated.

Directs the Secretary to establish an Office of Nonvisual Access Compliance to assist the Secretary, educate
manufacturers, and conduct investigations.

Imposes civil penalties in certain circumstances.

Allows civil suits by blind consumers against manufacturers for monetary damages and equitable relief. Allows punitive
damages for willful or repeated violations.

Prohibits construing this Act to limit the rights of blind or low-vision individuals.

Actions Timeline

e Jan 29, 2010: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection.
e Jan 27, 2010: Introduced in House
e Jan 27, 2010: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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