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HR 4394

Decabromine Elimination and Control Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Dec 16, 2009

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection. (Dec 19, 2009)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/4394

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1]
Party: Democratic + State: ME < Chamber: House

Cosponsors (8 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] D - MN Feb 2, 2010
Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D - WA Feb 2, 2010
Rep. Moran, James P. [D-VA-8] D - VA Feb 2, 2010
Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large] D-VT Feb 2, 2010
Del. Christensen, Donna M. [D-VI-At Large] D-VI Feb 25, 2010
Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D-DC Mar 25, 2010
Rep. Grijalva, Rall M. [D-AZ-7] D-AZ May 12, 2010
Rep. Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6] D-CA May 12, 2010
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Dec 19, 2009
Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Dec 16, 2009
Ways and Means Committee House Referred to Dec 18, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Dec 16, 2009)

Decabromine Elimination and Control Act of 2009 - Makes it unlawful, beginning January 1, 2013, to produce for
distribution in commerce, distribute in commerce, import, or export decabromodiphenyl ether, CAS No. 1163-19-5, either
pure or in commercial mixtures which are predominantly decabromodiphenyl ether (decaBDE) or decaBDE mixtures or
products. Phases in such ban through a series of annual quotas through 2012.

Requires each entity that engaged in such decaBDE activities during 2009 to report on them, including the amount of
decaBDE and decaBDE mixtures used, and to then report annually.

Requires an entity that engages in decaBDE activities to: (1) disclose to any entity that receives decaBDE, decaBDE
mixtures, or decaBDE products that these contain decaBDE; and (2) disclose to the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) any articles that contain decaBDE.

Applies to violations of this Act the enforcement procedures applicable to violations of the Toxic Substances Control Act
(TSCA). Allows citizens' civil actions to restrain violations.

Provides exceptions from the restrictions imposed by this Act relating to critical uses, recycled articles, resale, and low-
concentration articles.

States as policy that decaBDE shall be replaced by safer alternatives and prohibits use of any alternative determined to
contain a chemical substance that is a persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic chemical. Directs the Administrator to: (1)
require any entity that produces a chemical substance that is a substitute for decaBDE to provide all existing information
about the hazard and exposure characteristics of the chemical substance that is known to, in the possession or control of,
or reasonably ascertainable by the entity and that has not previously been submitted; and (2) require any such entity to
notify the Administrator at least 90 days before new or existing chemicals are introduced into interstate commerce for
significant new uses as decaBDE substitutes.

Actions Timeline

e Dec 19, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection.

e Dec 18, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Trade.

e Dec 16, 2009: Introduced in House

e Dec 16, 2009: Referred to House Energy and Commerce

e Dec 16, 2009: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committees on Foreign
Affairs, and Ways and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Dec 16, 2009: Referred to House Foreign Affairs
e Dec 16, 2009: Referred to House Ways and Means
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