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S 3550
Columbia River Basin Restoration Act of 2010

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Jun 29, 2010
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works. (text of measure as introd
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S5541-5543)  (Jun 29, 2010) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/3550 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: OR   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] D · MT Jun 29, 2010

Sen. Crapo, Mike [R-ID] R · ID Jun 29, 2010

Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D · MT Jun 29, 2010

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Jun 29, 2010

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To Jun 29, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

111 S 4016 Identical bill Dec 8, 2010: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 681.
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Summary  (as of Jun 29, 2010) 

Columbia River Basin Restoration Act of 2010 - Amends the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (commonly known as

the Clean Water Act) to require the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish a Columbia

Basin Restoration Program to: (1) build on the work and collaborative structure of the existing Columbia River Toxics

Reduction Working Group to develop a collaborative toxic contamination reduction approach for the Columbia River

Basin; and (2) build on the work and collaborative structure of the Estuary Partnership in the Lower Columbia River Basin

and Estuary.

Requires the Administrator to establish a Columbia River Basin Toxics Reduction Working Group to: (1) assess trends in

water quality and toxic contamination or toxics reduction; (2) collect, characterize, and assess data on toxics and water

quality to identify possible causes of environmental problems; (3) develop periodic updates to the Columbia River Basin

Toxics Reduction Action Plan and the Estuary Plan; (4) submit to the Administrator annually a prioritized list of projects

that would implement such Plans for consideration for funding; and (5) monitor the effectiveness of actions taken.

Requires the Estuary Partnership to function as the Working Group in the Lower Columbia River Estuary for such time as

the Estuary Partnership is the management conference for the Lower Columbia River National Estuary Program.

Transboundary Flathead River Basin Protection Act of 2010 - Requires the President to preserve and protect the unique,

pristine area of the transboundary Flathead River, with a particular focus on the River's North Fork. Authorizes the

President to: (1) engage in negotiations with the government of Canada to establish an executive agreement to ensure

permanent protection for the North Fork of the Flathead River watershed and the adjacent area of Glacier-Waterton

National Park; and (2) participate in cross-border collaborations with Canada on environmental assessments of any

project of cross-border significance that has the potential to degrade land or water resources.

Authorizes the President, acting through the Administrator, to provide grants to protect and preserve the natural

resources, water quality, wildlife, and environmental conditions in the transboundary Flathead River Basin.

Actions Timeline

Jun 29, 2010: Introduced in Senate
Jun 29, 2010: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S5540)
Jun 29, 2010: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S5541-5543)
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