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S 3509
Safer Oil and Gas Production Research and Development Act of 2010

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: Jun 17, 2010
Current Status: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held.
Latest Action: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held.  (Jun 24, 2010) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/3509 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Udall, Mark [D-CO] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CO   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D · NM Jun 17, 2010

Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] D · NH Jun 17, 2010

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D · MI Jun 23, 2010

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Jun 24, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

111 HR 5716 Related bill Aug 5, 2010: Read twice. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No.
517.

111 S 3663 Related bill Jul 29, 2010: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders.
Calendar No. 493.

111 S 3516 Related bill Jul 28, 2010: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 492.

111 S 3643 Related bill Jul 26, 2010: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders.
Calendar No. 483.

https://legilist.com
https://legilist.com/bill/111/s/3509
https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/3509
https://legilist.com/legislator/U000038
https://legilist.com/legislator/B000468
https://legilist.com/legislator/S001181
https://legilist.com/legislator/S000770
https://legilist.com/bill/111/hr/5716
https://legilist.com/bill/111/s/3663
https://legilist.com/bill/111/s/3516
https://legilist.com/bill/111/s/3643


Summary  (as of Jun 17, 2010) 

Safer Oil and Gas Production Research and Development Act of 2010 - Amends the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to: (1)

direct the Secretary of Energy to implement a deepwater (in lieu of ultra-deepwater) technologies research and

development program, which includes addressing technology challenges for well control and accident prevention; and (2)

implement research supportive of such activities through the Department of Energy (DOE).

Revises the petroleum resources research and development program to: (1) replace ultra-deepwater activities with

deepwater architecture, well control and accident prevention and deepwater technology, including drilling to deep

formations in waters greater than 500 feet (currently, greater than 15,000 feet); and (2) replace complementary research

performed by the National Energy Technology Laboratory with safety and environmental technology research and

development for drilling activities aimed at well control and accident prevention performed by DOE.

Directs the Secretary to ensure the safe and environmentally responsible production of natural gas and other petroleum

resources of the United States.

Revises requirements for focus areas for awards for research, development, and demonstration to include: (1) individual

deepwater resources exploration and production technologies aimed at improving operational safety and reducing

environmental impacts of exploration and production activities; (2) nontoxic materials for use in exploration and

production activities; (3) accident prevention and environmental mitigation of unconventional natural gas and other

petroleum resources exploration and production; and (4) safety and accident prevention technology research and

development, with special attention to small producers.

Directs the Secretary to arrange with the National Academy of Sciences to study: (1) whether the benefits provided

through each award during calendar year 2011 have been maximized; and (2) new areas of research that could be

implemented to meet program objectives.

Replaces the Ultra-Deepwater Advisory Committee and the Unconventional Resources Technology Advisory Committee

with a Program Advisory Committee.

Revises the formula for allocation of amounts obligated from the Safe Oil and Gas Production and Accident Prevention

Research Fund, with an increased allocation for safety technology research and development.

Actions Timeline

Jun 24, 2010: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held.
Jun 17, 2010: Introduced in Senate
Jun 17, 2010: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S5114)
Jun 17, 2010: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
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