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S 295

Medicare Quality and Payment Reform Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Jan 21, 2009

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S724-726)

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S724-726) (Jan
21, 2009)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-hbill/295

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: NM ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D - MN Feb 3, 2009
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Mar 4, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Jan 21, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:
Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jan 21, 2009)

Medicare Quality and Payment Reform Act of 2009 - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act to: (1)
review annually high volume readmission rates and resource use; (2) establish benchmarks for measuring them; and (3)
make payment adjustments for subsection (d) hospitals that fail to meet such benchmarks.

(Generally, a subsection (d) hospital is an acute care hospital, particularly one that receives payments under Medicare's
inpatient prospective payment system (IPPS) when providing covered inpatient services to eligible beneficiaries.)

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to establish a pilot program to provide episodic payments to
hospitals and other organizing entities for items and services associated with hospitalization episodes of Medicare
beneficiaries with respect to one or more conditions that have a high volume, high readmission rate, or high rate of post-
acute care under the Medicare program.

Actions Timeline

e Jan 21, 2009: Introduced in Senate
e Jan 21, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S723-724)
e Jan 21, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (text of measure as introduced: CR S724-726)
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