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S 2934
Imported Seafood Safety Standards Act

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Agriculture and Food
Introduced: Jan 20, 2010
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.  (Jan 20, 2010) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/2934 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: LA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Jan 20, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 20, 2010) 

Imported Seafood Safety Standards Act - Amends the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to prohibit the importation

of any seafood from a foreign country unless the country complies with U.S. standards for seafood manufacturing,

processing, and holding. Requires an annual inspection of each foreign facility that exports seafood to the United States

to ensure compliance with such standards. Requires periodic follow-up inspections of such foreign facilities as

determined necessary by the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS).

Requires the Secretary to inspect and test: (1) not less than 20% of all imported seafood each year; and (2) the first 15

shipments of seafood imported or offered for import into the United States from an exporter. Sets forth inspection and test

requirements that apply with respect to exporters that fail to meet inspection or test requirements.

Directs the Secretary to: (1) refuse entry of all seafood shipments from a country that repeatedly fails to meet inspection

or testing requirements; and (2) establish exporter fees as necessary.

Requires the detention or destruction of imported seafood that fails to meet safety standards unless the shipment meets

criteria for re-export.

Allows importation of seafood at only those U.S. ports of entry that have the personnel trained to conduct the applicable

testing and inspections.

Prohibits: (1) making a knowingly false statement with respect to a test or inspection under this Act; or (2) knowingly

misbranding any seafood imported under this Act. Establishes a civil penalty for violations.

Authorizes the Secretary to establish a program under which a state may conduct inspection, testing, and certification of

U.S. seafood imports.

Actions Timeline

Jan 20, 2010: Introduced in Senate
Jan 20, 2010: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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