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S 2852
Renewable Energy Environmental Research Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: Dec 9, 2009
Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 428.
Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 428.  (Jun 14, 2010) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/2852 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: AK   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (3 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME] R · ME Dec 9, 2009

Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D · FL Dec 11, 2009

Sen. Hutchison, Kay Bailey [R-TX] R · TX Dec 16, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Reported By Jun 14, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jun 14, 2010) 

(This measure has not been amended since it was introduced. The summary has been expanded because action

occurred on the measure.)

Renewable Energy Environmental Research Act of 2009 - Requires the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and

Atmosphere in the Under Secretary's capacity as Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

(NOAA) to develop a plan to: (1) define requirements for a comprehensive and integrated ocean, coastal, Great Lakes,

and atmosphere science program to support renewable energy development; (2) identify and describe current climate,

weather, and water data programs, products, services, and authorities within NOAA relevant to such development; (3)

provide targeted research, data, monitoring, observation, and other information, products, and services concerning

climate, weather, and water in support of renewable energy and smart grid technology; (4) provide research, data,

monitoring, and other information, products, and services to inform renewable energy decisions concerning coastal and

marine habitats, living marine resources and the ecosystems on which they depend, and coastal and marine planning; (5)

reduce duplication and leverage the resources of existing NOAA programs; and (6) facilitate public-private cooperation.

Requires the Administrator to establish a program to develop and implement an integrated and comprehensive ocean,

coastal, Great Lakes, and atmosphere research and operations program, based on such plan, to support renewable

energy development. Enumerates program components.

Requires the program to be designed to collect, synthesize, and distribute data in a manner that can be used by marine

resource managers responsible for making decisions about marine renewable energy projects. Requires the Army Corps

of Engineers, Department of Commerce, Minerals Management Service, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

(FERC), and Department of Energy (DOE) to consider this information when making planning, siting, and permitting

decisions for marine renewable energy.

Requires the Administrator to: (1) seek opportunities to facilitate and expand cooperation with private sector entities to

develop and expand information services that serve the renewable energy industry; and (2) report to specified

congressional committees every two years on activities carried out under this Act, recommendations for priority activities

under this Act, and funding levels for activities.

Requires the Administrator, within a year of this Act's enactment, to establish a renewable energy information library and

data portal, which shall include: (1) links to data and information products for use in renewable energy development; (2)

links to planning and decision support tools for use in renewable energy development; (3) data about the baseline

condition of ocean and coastal resources; and (4) links to digital mapping and geospatial information, products, and

services.

Gives the Administrator the discretion to allow any offshore exploration and production facility to execute a memorandum

of understanding authorizing the use of offshore platforms and infrastructure for the placement of meteorological and

oceanographic observation sensors of a type to be designated by the Administrator in support of the Integrated Ocean

Observing System. Requires information collected by such sensors to be readily available for use in spill response as

well as available to the National Weather Service, other NOAA programs, and the general public.

Authorizes appropriations for FY2010-FY2014.



Actions Timeline

Jun 14, 2010: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Reported by Senator Rockefeller without
amendment. With written report No. 111-206.
Jun 14, 2010: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 428.
Dec 9, 2009: Introduced in Senate
Dec 9, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S12806)
Dec 9, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S12806-12807)
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