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S2/91

Forest Harvest Opportunity Act

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Nov 18, 2009

Current Status. Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests. Hearings
held. W

Latest Action: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests. Hearings held.
With printed Hearing: S.Hrg. 111-565. (Mar 10, 2010)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-hill/2791
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR]
Party: Democratic + State: OR ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] D -MT Nov 18, 2009
Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D -MT Nov 18, 2009
Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D-OR Nov 18, 2009

Committee Activity
Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Mar 10, 2010

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
111 HR 3759 Related bill Mar 10, 2010: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Energy. Hearings held.
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Summary (as of Nov 18, 2009)

Forest Harvest Opportunity Act - Directs the Secretary of the Interior, within 30 days of a timber purchaser requesting an
economy-related contract extension of a qualifying contract for the sale of timber from land administered by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) between the Secretary and the purchaser, to modify the contract to add three years to such
contract's expiration date.

Defines qualifying contract as a contract, executed on or before December 31, 2008, for the sale of timber from BLM
lands: (1) for which there is unharvested volume remaining; (2) for which, within 90 days of enactment of this Act, a
timber purchaser makes a written request to the Secretary for an economic related contract extension; and (3) that has
not been terminated prior to the request for an extension.

Requires the timber purchaser to waive any and all claims its has against the United States involving the qualifying
contract that exist on the date such contract is modified.

Prohibits anything in this Act from affecting any claim by the United States against any timber purchaser, including those
claims that arose under a qualifying contract before the date on which its expiration date was extended.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 10, 2010: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests. Hearings
held. With printed Hearing: S.Hrg. 111-565.

e Nov 18, 2009: Introduced in Senate
e Nov 18, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S11494)

e Nov 18, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S11494-11495)
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