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HR 2617
Mercury-Free Vaccines Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: May 21, 2009
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Jun 2, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/2617 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (7 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Ackerman, Gary L. [D-NY-5] D · NY May 21, 2009

Rep. Burton, Dan [R-IN-5] R · IN May 21, 2009

Rep. Kennedy, Patrick J. [D-RI-1] D · RI May 21, 2009

Rep. Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4] R · NJ May 21, 2009

Rep. Price, David E. [D-NC-4] D · NC Jun 17, 2009

Rep. Olver, John W. [D-MA-1] D · MA Jul 22, 2009

Rep. Hinchey, Maurice D. [D-NY-22] D · NY Oct 14, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Jun 2, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 21, 2009) 

Mercury-Free Vaccines Act of 2009 - Amends the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to deem a banned mercury-

containing vaccine to be adulterated. Amends the Public Health Service Act to provide that a vaccine is a banned

mercury-containing vaccine if one dose of the vaccine contains one or more micrograms of mercury in any form.

Authorizes the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to declare that an actual or potential bioterrorist incident

or other public health emergency makes the administration of such vaccines advisable for a specified period.

Requires the Secretary to prohibit the distribution of banned mercury-containing influenza vaccines that are approved as

biological products to: (1) any child under the age of three years old (effective July 1, 2009); (2) pregnant women if the

vaccine contains thimerosal (effective July 1, 2009); and (3) any child under the age of six (effective July 1, 2010).

Requires the Secretary to revise the vaccine information included with mercury-containing vaccines to include: (1) a

statement that indicates the presence of mercury in the vaccine; (2) information on the availability of any mercury-free or

mercury-reduced alternative vaccine and instructions on how to obtain such an alternative vaccine; and (3) a

recommendation against administration of any mercury-containing vaccine to a pregnant woman.

Expresses the sense of Congress that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) should disseminate, with

any vaccine-related information, a recommendation against administration of any thimerosal-containing vaccine to a

pregnant woman.

Actions Timeline

Jun 2, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
May 21, 2009: Introduced in House
May 21, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E1243)
May 21, 2009: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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