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HR 2479
Medicare Orthotics and Prosthetics Improvement Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: May 19, 2009
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (May 20, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/2479 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Berkley, Shelley [D-NV-1] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NV   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Thompson, Glenn [R-PA-5] R · PA May 21, 2009

Rep. Kagen, Steve [D-WI-8] D · WI Jun 15, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to May 20, 2009

Ways and Means Committee House Referred To May 19, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 19, 2009) 

Medicare Orthotics and Prosthetics Improvement Act of 2009 - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act

with respect to recognized independent accreditation organizations which apply quality standards for suppliers of items

and services relating to prosthetic devices and orthotics and prosthetics.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to designate and approve an independent accreditation

organization for such purposes only if it is the American Board for Certification in Orthotics and Prosthetics, Inc., the

Board for Orthotist/Prosthetist Certification, or a program that the Secretary determines has accreditation and approval

standards essentially equivalent to those of such a Board. Requires such organization to satisfy all applicable criteria of

the provider qualification designation for each of specified categories of prosthetics and orthotics.

Requires application to prosthetic devices and orthotics and prosthetics generally of existing accreditation and licensure

requirements for certain custom-fabricated prosthetics and custom-fabricated orthotics, as well as those categorized as

custom-fitted high or custom-fitted low.

Modifies the Medicare payment methodology for prosthetic devices and orthotics and prosthetics to require the Secretary,

for payment purposes, to take into account practitioner qualifications and complexity of care.

Directs the Secretary to report to Congress on: (1) the steps taken by the Department of HHS to ensure that such

licensure and accreditation requirements are enforced; and (2) the effect of the requirements of this Act on the

occurrence of fraud and abuse under the Medicare program with respect to prosthetic devices and orthotics and

prosthetics.

Actions Timeline

May 20, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
May 19, 2009: Introduced in House
May 19, 2009: Referred to House Energy and Commerce
May 19, 2009: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
May 19, 2009: Referred to House Ways and Means
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