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HR 239
Securing our Borders and our Data Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Law
Introduced: Jan 7, 2009
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security, and Internation
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security, and International
Law.  (Feb 9, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/239 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-17] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Paul, Ron [R-TX-14] R · TX Jan 7, 2009

Rep. Rothman, Steven R. [D-NJ-9] D · NJ Jul 27, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Homeland Security Committee House Referred to Feb 5, 2009

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Feb 9, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Law

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 7, 2009) 

Securing Our Borders and Our Data Act of 2009 - Sets forth rules for the search or seizure at a U.S. border of digital

electronic devices or digital storage media. Prohibits a search of the digital contents of such devices or media unless

such search is based on: (1) a reasonable suspicion regarding the owner of such devices or media; and (2) an

independent constitutional authority to make a seizure (other than the authority for border searches).

Requires officers at U.S. borders to receive appropriate training to make searches of digital devices or media to minimize

the possibility of irreparable damage to such devices or media. Allows the owners of such devices and media to request

that searches be conducted out of public view.

Requires the Secretary of Homeland Security to: (1) make rules regarding border searches of digital devices and storage

media, including rules to protect the integrity of digital data, for the retrieval of seized devices or media by owners, and for

sharing such data with other governmental agencies; and (2) publish such rules on the Department of Homeland Security

(DHS) website.

Requires the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection to conduct an annual study of searches and seizures

of digital devices and storage media at U.S. borders and report to Congress on such study.

Actions Timeline

Feb 9, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security, and International
Law.
Feb 5, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Border, Maritime, and Global Counterterrorism.
Jan 7, 2009: Introduced in House
Jan 7, 2009: Referred to House Judiciary
Jan 7, 2009: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Homeland Security, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Jan 7, 2009: Referred to House Homeland Security
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