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HR 1800
National Security Letters Reform Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Mar 30, 2009
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties.  (Apr 27, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/1800 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-8] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (28 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D · IN Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Delahunt, Bill [D-MA-10] D · MA Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Farr, Sam [D-CA-17] D · CA Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Flake, Jeff [R-AZ-6] R · AZ Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-7] D · AZ Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Gutierrez, Luis V. [D-IL-4] D · IL Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Hinchey, Maurice D. [D-NY-22] D · NY Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-9] D · CA Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14] D · NY Mar 30, 2009

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D · WA Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Paul, Ron [R-TX-14] R · TX Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Scott, Robert C. "Bobby" [D-VA-3] D · VA Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Shea-Porter, Carol [D-NH-1] D · NH Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Stark, Fortney Pete [D-CA-13] D · CA Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6] D · CA Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Wexler, Robert [D-FL-19] D · FL Apr 2, 2009

Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9] D · IL Apr 23, 2009

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-15] D · CA Jul 10, 2009

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] D · OR Jul 17, 2009

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-16] D · CA Jul 31, 2009

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN Sep 10, 2009

Rep. Harman, Jane [D-CA-36] D · CA Oct 1, 2009

Rep. Ellison, Keith [D-MN-5] D · MN Feb 4, 2010

Rep. Moran, James P. [D-VA-8] D · VA Feb 4, 2010

Rep. Capuano, Michael E. [D-MA-8] D · MA Feb 22, 2010

Rep. Olver, John W. [D-MA-1] D · MA Nov 16, 2010

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Financial Services Committee House Referred To Mar 30, 2009

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Apr 27, 2009

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Apr 27, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 30, 2009) 

National Security Letters Reform Act of 2009 - Prohibits a national security letter (letter) (a request for information sought

by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in connection with a criminal investigation) from being issued unless the

issuing official certifies specific facts providing reason to believe that the information or records sought pertain to a foreign

power or agent thereof. Prohibits a letter from being issued in connection with an investigation of a U.S. person solely

upon the basis of activities protected by the First Amendment to the Constitution.

Prohibits: (1) a letter from containing unreasonable requirements or requiring privileged matter; or (2) disclosing to a

person that the FBI has sought or obtained access to information under a letter for 30 days after receipt of the FBI's

request for such information. Authorizes judicial review for the modification or revocation of a letter.

Provides limited uses of information acquired through a letter. Allows persons against whom evidence obtained from a

letter is to be used to file a motion to suppress.

Provides a civil cause of action for the misuse of letters. Requires the authority to issue letters to revert, five years after

the enactment of this Act, to that provided by law on October 25, 2001.

Requires the Attorney General to: (1) undertake minimization and destruction procedures with respect to information

acquired through letters; and (2) report semiannually on the number and use of letters. Requires the disposal of wrongly

acquired information.

Revises requirements relating to claims of emergency in connection with certain letters.

Actions Timeline

Apr 27, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security.
Apr 27, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties.
Mar 30, 2009: Introduced in House
Mar 30, 2009: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Financial Services, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Mar 30, 2009: Referred to House Judiciary
Mar 30, 2009: Referred to House Financial Services
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