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S 171
Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Jan 8, 2009
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S216-219)  (Jan 8, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/171 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME] 
Party: Republican   •   State: ME   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (9 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA Jan 8, 2009

Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D · WA Jan 8, 2009

Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R · ME Jan 8, 2009

Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Jan 8, 2009

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA Jan 8, 2009

Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D · LA Jan 8, 2009

Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D · FL Jan 8, 2009

Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] D · RI Jan 8, 2009

Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D · WV Jan 8, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Jan 8, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 8, 2009) 

Coastal and Ocean Observation System Act of 2009 - Directs the President, acting through the National Ocean Research

Leadership Council, to establish and maintain an integrated system of coastal and ocean observations, data

communication and management, analysis, modeling, research, education, and outreach for the timely detection and

prediction of changes occurring in the ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes environments that impact the nation's social,

economic, and ecological systems. Includes in the system a national program, a network of regional associations, data

management, communication, and modeling systems, a research and development program, and a coordinated

outreach, education, and training program. Makes the Council the oversight body for all aspects of the observing system.

Requires the Council to establish an Interagency Ocean Observation Committee to plan and coordinate system

implementation. Establishes the Interagency Program Coordinating Office located in, but not an office of, the Department

of Commerce, to facilitate the Interagency Ocean Observation Committee's responsibilities for system implementation,

budgeting, and administration.

Requires the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to provide leadership for system implementation

and administration, requiring it to establish an Integrated Ocean Observing Program Office.

Requires establishment of a process for the certification of regional associations to be responsible for the development

and operation of regional coastal and ocean observing systems.

Requires NOAA to formulate a process by which funding is made available for intramural and extramural research on

new technologies for collecting data on U.S. coastal and ocean waters.

Actions Timeline

Jan 8, 2009: Introduced in Senate
Jan 8, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S215-216)
Jan 8, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S216-219)
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