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S 1631
Customs Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Reauthorization Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Foreign Trade and International Finance
Introduced: Aug 6, 2009
Current Status: Committee on Finance. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 111-971.
Latest Action: Committee on Finance. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 111-971.  (Oct 20, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/1631 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MT   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Grassley, Chuck [R-IA] R · IA Aug 6, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Oct 20, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Foreign Trade and International Finance

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Aug 6, 2009) 

Customs Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Reauthorization Act of 2009 - Establishes in the Department of Homeland

Security (DHS) the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Agency (CBP Agency), which shall be headed by a

Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

Amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to transfer all functions of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) of

DHS (formerly the U.S. Customs Service) to the CBP Agency.

Establishes within the Agency an Office of Trade. Transfers all functions of the CBP Office of International Trade and the

Office of International Affairs to the Office of Trade.

Directs the Commissioner to appoint within the Office of Trade a Trade Advocate. Transfers all functions of the CBP

Office of Trade Relations to the Office of Trade.

Establishes within the Office of Field Operations of the CBP Agency a Customs Facilitation and Trade Enforcement

Division. Directs the Commissioner to designate at least 40 Commercial Enforcement Officers within the Office.

Establishes an interagency Customs Review Board to review changes to U.S. customs regulations, interpretations, or

practices that are proposed or may be adopted by the CBP Agency.

Establishes in the DHS the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE Agency).

Establishes the position of Chief of Policy and Strategy for the ICE Agency.

Amends the Customs and Trade Act of 1990 to direct the Commissioner and the Director of Trade Policy to develop

jointly every two years, and submit to specified congressional committees, a Joint Strategic Plan for enforcing U.S.

customs and trade laws.

Directs the DHS Secretary, acting through the Commissioner, to develop additional trade benefits for Tier 1, Tier 2, and

Tier 3 participants in the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism program.

Amends the Tariff Act of 1930 to direct the Commissioner to establish a voluntary Customs Facilitation Partnership

Program to facilitate the entry of merchandise into the United States and provide certain trade benefits to importers that

meet or exceed certain minimum program requirements.

Directs the Secretary of the Treasury and the DHS Secretary jointly to establish a Commercial Customs Operations

Advisory Committee.

Amends the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985 (COBRA) to require the deposit of $325 million

from collected customs user fees into the Customs Commercial and Homeland Security Automation Account to complete

development of the Automated Commercial Environment computer system.

Directs the Secretary of DHS to establish within the CBP Agency Office of Trade a Commercial Targeting Division to

conduct commercial risk assessment targeting and, when needed, issue trade alerts with respect to cargo destined for

the United States.

Directs the Commissioner and the Director jointly to develop and update, and report to Congress, a strategy for uniform

enforcement of U.S. illegal drug control laws.



Directs the DHS Secretary to establish a program to assign importer of record numbers.

Establishes an interagency Import Safety Working Group. Directs the DHS Secretary to develop a Joint Import Safety

Rapid Response Plan that sets forth protocols for the CBP Agency to coordinate federal responses to cargo entering the

United States that poses a threat to the health or safety of U.S. consumers.

Directs the DHS Secretary to establish within the ICE Agency a National Intellectual Property Rights Coordination Center

to coordinate U.S. activities to prevent the import and export of goods that infringe intellectual property rights.

Revises eligibility requirements for the drawback (refund) of duties paid on eligible merchandise imported into the United

States and later exported.

Prescribes or revises requirements for: (1) penalties for a custom broker convicted of committing an act of terrorism; (2)

duty-free treatment of imported articles exported and reimported without having been advanced in value or improved in

condition; and (3) assignment of CBP Agency employees to perform customs services for charter flight passengers and

their baggage.

Directs the President to establish a pilot program for designating 24-hour commercial land border ports of entry on the

northern and southern U.S. borders.

Extends the prohibition against the importation of goods made with convict, forced, or indentured labor to include goods

made by means of coercion (i.e., an employer withholding the passport of a foreign worker to compel production of the

good) or by one or more individuals who were being subjected to human trafficking.

Establishes within the ICE Agency an Office for Labor Enforcement.

Requires the Commissioner to ensure that appropriate CBP Agency resources address concerns that honey as well as

contraband archaeological or ethnological material is being imported into the United States in violation of U.S. customs

laws.

Increases from $200 to $500 the retail value of articles that may be imported duty-free into the United States by one

person on one day. Requires the Secretary of the Treasury to prescribe regulations for the entry of merchandise valued

between $250 and $2,500.

Actions Timeline

Oct 20, 2009: Committee on Finance. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 111-971.
Aug 7, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S9075)
Aug 6, 2009: Introduced in Senate
Aug 6, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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