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HR 1581
Patient-Focused Critical Care Enhancement Act

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Mar 18, 2009
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Rural Development, Biotechnology, Specialty Crops, and Foreign Agric
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Rural Development, Biotechnology, Specialty Crops, and Foreign
Agriculture.  (Apr 23, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/1581 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: IL   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (11 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Cantor, Eric [R-VA-7] R · VA Mar 18, 2009

Rep. Burgess, Michael C. [R-TX-26] R · TX Mar 19, 2009

Rep. Sestak, Joe [D-PA-7] D · PA May 6, 2009

Rep. Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI-2] D · WI Jun 4, 2009

Rep. Payne, Donald M. [D-NJ-10] D · NJ Jun 4, 2009

Rep. Ryan, Tim [D-OH-17] D · OH Jun 25, 2009

Rep. Platts, Todd Russell [R-PA-19] R · PA Sep 9, 2009

Rep. Moore, Dennis [D-KS-3] D · KS Mar 10, 2010

Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D · IN Apr 21, 2010

Rep. Davis, Lincoln [D-TN-4] D · TN Apr 21, 2010

Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-14] D · CA May 19, 2010

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture Committee House Referred to Apr 23, 2009

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Mar 19, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

111 S 1020 Related bill May 12, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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Summary  (as of Mar 18, 2009) 

Patient-Focused Critical Care Enhancement Act - Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Services, acting through

the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), to conduct research to assess: (1) the standardization of

critical care protocols, intensive care unit layout, equipment interoperability, and medical informatics; and (2) the impact

of differences in staffing, organization, size, and structure of intensive care units on access, quality, and efficiency of

care.

Requires the Secretary to undertake demonstration projects to: (1) optimize the provision of critical care services to

Medicare beneficiaries through innovations in such areas as staffing and utilization of technology; and (2) measure and

evaluate outcomes derived from a "family-centered" approach to the provision of inpatient critical care services that

includes direct and sustained communication and contact with the beneficiary family members, involvement of family

members in the critical care decisionmaking process, and responsiveness of critical care providers to family requests.

Amends the Food, Agriculture, Conservation and Trade Act of 1990 to authorize appropriations for FY2010-FY2012 for

augmenting the delivery of critical care services in the rural inpatient setting through the use of telecommunications

systems that allow for consultation with critical care providers not located in the rural facility regarding the care of such

patients. Amends the Public Health Service Act to require the Secretary to give preference in awarding telehealth grant

funds to entities to develop plans for, or to establish, such critical care telehealth networks.

Requires the Secretary to undertake an initiative to recruit providers of critical care services into the National Health

Service Corps Loan Repayment Program.

Actions Timeline

Apr 23, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Rural Development, Biotechnology, Specialty Crops, and Foreign
Agriculture.
Mar 19, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Mar 18, 2009: Introduced in House
Mar 18, 2009: Referred to House Energy and Commerce
Mar 18, 2009: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Agriculture,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Mar 18, 2009: Referred to House Agriculture
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