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S 1576
Forest Carbon Incentives Program Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Aug 4, 2009
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. (text of measure a
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S8772-8773)  (Aug 4, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/1576 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NH   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (9 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R · ME Aug 4, 2009

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Aug 4, 2009

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR Aug 4, 2009

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT Aug 4, 2009

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Aug 4, 2009

Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME] R · ME Aug 4, 2009

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Aug 4, 2009

Sen. Gillibrand, Kirsten E. [D-NY] D · NY Sep 23, 2009

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D · MN Oct 27, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Senate Referred To Aug 5, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Aug 4, 2009) 

Forest Carbon Incentives Program Act of 2009 - Requires the Secretary of Agriculture to establish a carbon incentives

program to achieve supplemental greenhouse gas emission reductions on private forest land of the United States. Directs

the Secretary (subject to specified requirements) to provide to owners of eligible land financial incentive payments for: (1)

eligible practices that measurably increase carbon sequestration and storage over a designated period, as specified

through a climate mitigation contract; and (2) permanent avoided deforestation agreements (i.e., permanent conservation

easements that cover eligible land that will not be converted for development).

Directs the Secretary to: (1) specify requirements to address intentional or unintentional reversal of carbon sequestration

during the contract period; (2) issue regulations that specify eligible practices and related compensation rates, standards,

and guidelines; (3) establish and implement protocols that provide monitoring and verification of compliance with such

contracts; (4) report on progress toward reaching specified levels of carbon sequestration and storage through such

contracts; and (5) adjust (at least every two years) eligible practices and compensation rates for future contracts based

on the results.

Actions Timeline

Aug 4, 2009: Introduced in Senate
Aug 4, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S8771-8772)
Aug 4, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S8772-8773)
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