LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 13, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/111/s/1361

S 1361

National Guard Empowerment and State-National Defense Integration Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Jun 25, 2009

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services. (text of measure as introduced: CR S7079

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services. (text of measure as introduced: CR S7079-
7081) (Jun 25, 2009)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/1361
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: VT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (7 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Bond, Christopher S. [R-MO] R - MO Jun 25, 2009
Sen. Byrd, Robert C. [D-WV] D -wWv Jul 9, 2009
Sen. Kaufman, Edward E. [D-DE] D - DE Aug 6, 2009
Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D -NJ Sep 8, 2009
Sen. Lincoln, Blanche L. [D-AR] D AR Sep 8, 2009
Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D-SD Sep 23, 2009
Sen. Nelson, Ben [D-NE] D - NE Nov 15, 2010
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Armed Services Committee Senate Referred To Jun 25, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jun 25, 2009)

National Guard Empowerment and State-National Defense Integration Act of 2009 - Adds the Chief of the National Guard
Bureau (Chief) to the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Requires the Chief to: (1) identify gaps between federal and state military capabilities to prepare for and respond to
emergencies; and (2) make recommendations to the Secretary of Defense for military assistance to civil authorities to
address such gaps. Requires annual defense budget documents to specify separate amounts for training and equipment
and military construction for the National Guard for military assistance to civil authorities and other domestic operations.

Reestablishes the position of Vice Chief of the National Guard Bureau.

Directs the Secretary to assure that tactical control of the Armed Forces on duty within a state or possession is vested in
the governor thereof when such forces are engaged in a domestic operation, including emergency response.

Authorizes appropriations for the Department of Defense (DOD) for FY2010 for National Guard: (1) continuity of
operations, continuity of government, and consequence management in connection with response to terrorist and other
attacks and catastrophes; (2) emergency preparedness and response activities; and (3) staffing of joint operations
coordination centers in response to terrorist and other attacks and catastrophes.

States that the United States Northern Command and the United States Pacific Command shall be the combatant
commands principally responsible for the military support of civil authorities in the United States. Requires the
Commander of each Command and the Chief to enter into a memorandum of understanding setting forth the operational
relationships, and individual roles and responsibilities, during responses to domestic emergencies among such
Commands and the National Guard Bureau.

Requires the officers serving as Commander of Army North Command and Commander of Air Force North Command to
be officers in the Army National Guard and the Air National Guard, respectively. Expresses the sense of Congress that, in
assigning officers to such positions, the President should afford a preference to officers who have served as a state
adjutant general.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 25, 2009: Introduced in Senate
e Jun 25, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S7079)

e Jun 25, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services. (text of measure as introduced: CR
S7079-7081)
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