
LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet – December 9, 2025
https://legilist.com

Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/111/hr/1261

HR 1261
Youth Prevention and Tobacco Harm Reduction Act

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Mar 3, 2009
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Mar 4, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/1261 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Buyer, Steve [R-IN-4] 
Party: Republican   •   State: IN   •   Chamber: House

https://legilist.com
https://legilist.com/bill/111/hr/1261
https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/house-bill/1261
https://legilist.com/legislator/B001203


Cosponsors  (29 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Burgess, Michael C. [R-TX-26] R · TX Mar 3, 2009

Rep. Coble, Howard [R-NC-6] R · NC Mar 3, 2009

Rep. Deal, Nathan [R-GA-9] R · GA Mar 3, 2009

Rep. Gingrey, Phil [R-GA-11] R · GA Mar 3, 2009

Rep. McIntyre, Mike [D-NC-7] D · NC Mar 3, 2009

Rep. Myrick, Sue Wilkins [R-NC-9] R · NC Mar 3, 2009

Rep. Shadegg, John B. [R-AZ-3] R · AZ Mar 3, 2009

Rep. Shuler, Heath [D-NC-11] D · NC Mar 3, 2009

Rep. Wilson, Joe [R-SC-2] R · SC Mar 3, 2009

Rep. Bishop, Sanford D., Jr. [D-GA-2] D · GA Mar 5, 2009

Rep. Stearns, Cliff [R-FL-6] R · FL Mar 5, 2009

Rep. Whitfield, Ed [R-KY-1] R · KY Mar 11, 2009

Rep. McHenry, Patrick T. [R-NC-10] R · NC Mar 18, 2009

Rep. Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7] D · MN Mar 18, 2009

Rep. Burton, Dan [R-IN-5] R · IN Mar 23, 2009

Rep. Pence, Mike [R-IN-6] R · IN Mar 23, 2009

Rep. Sessions, Pete [R-TX-32] R · TX Mar 23, 2009

Rep. Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21] R · TX Mar 23, 2009

Rep. Wamp, Zach [R-TN-3] R · TN Mar 23, 2009

Rep. Kissell, Larry [D-NC-8] D · NC Mar 25, 2009

Rep. Shuster, Bill [R-PA-9] R · PA Mar 25, 2009

Rep. Etheridge, Bob [D-NC-2] D · NC Mar 26, 2009

Rep. Putnam, Adam H. [R-FL-12] R · FL Mar 26, 2009

Rep. Bright, Bobby [D-AL-2] D · AL Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Miller, Brad [D-NC-13] D · NC Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Perriello, Thomas S.P. [D-VA-5] D · VA Mar 30, 2009

Rep. Granger, Kay [R-TX-12] R · TX Mar 31, 2009

Rep. Turner, Michael R. [R-OH-3] R · OH Mar 31, 2009

Rep. Spratt, John M., Jr. [D-SC-5] D · SC Apr 1, 2009

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Mar 4, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Mar 3, 2009) 

Youth Prevention and Tobacco Harm Reduction Act - Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Services to establish

the Tobacco Harm Reduction Center within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Gives the Center's

Administrator the authority to regulate tobacco products, including through disclosure, registration, and inspection.

Sets forth criteria by which tobacco products are deemed adulterated or misbranded and prohibits the introduction or

receipt of any such product in interstate commerce.

Prohibits any person from using certain descriptors on packaging or advertising of any cigarette brand style. Allows the

Administrator to adopt additional smoking article standards as appropriate to protect the public health.

Sets forth provisions governing cigarette tar yield limits.

Prohibits the Administrator from: (1) banning specific classes of tobacco products; (2) requiring the reduction of tar or

nicotine yields to zero; or (3) establishing a minimum age of sale of smoking articles to any person older than 18.

Requires premarket approval of all new tobacco products.

Sets forth standards for the sale of modified risk tobacco products.

Directs the Administrator to establish the Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee.

Revises tobacco product warning labels and advertising requirements.

Requires the Administrator to establish standards requiring tobacco product manufacturers to publicly disclose a list of

ingredients in each brand style.

Directs the Administrator to study and report on illicit trade in tobacco products.

Amends the Public Health Service Act to limit substance abuse funds for states that do not have in effect a statute setting

forth specific provisions to prevent the sale of tobacco products to minors.

Directs the Administrator to establish standards and procedures for ranking tobacco products based on the relative risks

of serious or chronic tobacco-related diseases and adverse health conditions.

Declares that no provision in this Act shall allow any person to require changes to traditional farming practices.

Actions Timeline

Mar 4, 2009: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Mar 3, 2009: Introduced in House
Mar 3, 2009: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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