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S1214

National Fish Habitat Conservation Act

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Jun 9, 2009

Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 378.

Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 378. (May 17, 2010)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/1214

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [ID-CT]
Party: Democratic « State: CT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (13 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Bond, Christopher S. [R-MO] R - MO Jun 9, 2009
Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] D -MD Jun 9, 2009
Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D - PA Jun 9, 2009
Sen. Crapo, Mike [R-1D] R-ID Jun 9, 2009
Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] |-VT Jun 9, 2009
Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D - Ml Jun 9, 2009
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Jun 9, 2009
Sen. Udall, Mark [D-CO] D-CO Jun 10, 2009
Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK] R - AK Jun 15, 2009
Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D - MN Jun 23, 2009
Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] D - AK Jul 16, 2009
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D -NM Sep 8, 2009
Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO] D-CO May 10, 2010
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Dec 3, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
111 HR 2565 Related hill Jun 16, 2009: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
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Summary (as of May 17, 2010)

National Fish Habitat Conservation Act - (Sec. 4) Establishes the National Fish Habitat Board which shall: (1) promote,
oversee, and coordinate the implementation of this Act and the National Fish Habitat Action Plan; (2) establish national
goals and priorities for aquatic habitat conservation; (3) designate Partnerships; and (4) review and make
recommendations regarding fish habitat conservation projects.

(Sec. 5) Permits the Board to designate Fish Habitat Partnerships in order to (1) coordinate the implementation of the
National Fish Habitat Action Plan at a regional level; (2) identify strategic priorities for fish habitat conservation; (3)
recommend to the Board fish habitat conservation projects that address a strategic priority of the Board; and (4) develop
and carry out fish habitat conservation projects.

(Sec. 6) Requires each Partnership to annually submit to the Board a list of fish habitat conservation projects
recommended by the Partnership for annual funding under this Act.

Prohibits a fish habitat conservation project from being recommended by the Board unless at least 50% of the cost of the
fish habitat conservation project will be funded with non-federal funds, except that: (1) federal funds may be used for
payment of 100% of the costs of a fish habitat conservation project located on federal land or water, including the
acquisition of inholdings within such land or water; and (2) any funds made available to an Indian tribe under this Act may
be considered to be non-federal funds.

(Sec. 7) Requires the Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to establish the National Fish Habitat
Conservation Partnership Office within the United States Fish and Wildlife Service which shall: (1) provide funding for the
operational needs of the Partnerships; (2) provide funding to detail of state and tribal fish and wildlife staff to the Office;
(3) facilitate the cooperative development and approval of Partnerships; (4) assist the Secretary of the Interior as
specified; (5) facilitate efficient operations for the benefit of Partnerships and the Board; (6) facilitate the consideration of
fish habitat conservation projects by the Board; (7) provide support to the Director regarding the development and
implementation of the interagency operational plan; (8) coordinate technical and scientific reporting; (9) facilitate the
efficient use of resources and activities of federal departments and agencies to carry out this Act; and (10) provide
support to the Board for national communication and outreach efforts that promote public awareness of fish habitat
conservation.

Requires the Director to develop an interagency operational plan for the National Fish Habitat Conservation Partnership
Office that describes: (1) the needs of the Office; and (2) any interagency agreements between or among federal
departments and agencies to address those needs.

(Sec. 8) Requires the Director to provide scientific and technical assistance to the Partnerships, participants in fish habitat
conservation projects, and the Board.

(Sec. 9) Requires, to the extent consistent with the mission and authority of the applicable department or agency, the
head of each federal department and agency responsible for acquiring, managing, or disposing of federal land or water to
cooperate with the Assistant Administrator for Fisheries of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
and the Director to conserve the aquatic habitats for fish and other aquatic organisms within the land and water of the
department or agency.

(Sec. 10) Requires the Secretary to provide a notice to, and coordinate with, the appropriate state agency or tribal agency
within the boundaries of which an activity is planned to be carried out pursuant to this Act.



(Sec. 11) Sets forth accountability and reporting requirements.
(Sec. 13) Sets forth provisions stating the effect of this Act on water rights, states, and Indian tribes.

Prohibits using any funds made available to carry out this Act from being made available for fish and wildlife mitigation
purposes under: (1) the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (commonly known as the Clean Water Act); (2) the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act; (3) the Water Resources Development Act of 1986; or (4) any other federal law or court
settlement.

(Sec. 15) Authorizes appropriations for FY2010-FY2014.

Sets forth provisions permitting agreements and grants, and the acceptance of donations, for purposes of carrying out
this Act.

Actions Timeline

e May 17, 2010: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Reported by Senator Boxer with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute. With written report No. 111-190.

e May 17, 2010: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 378.

e Dec 10, 2009: Committee on Environment and Public Works. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute favorably.

e Dec 3, 2009: Committee on Environment and Public Works Subcommittee on Water and Wildlife. Hearings held.
e Jun 9, 2009: Introduced in Senate

e Jun 9, 2009: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S6380)

e Jun 9, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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