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S 1157

Craig Thomas Rural Hospital and Provider Equity Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009-2011, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: May 21, 2009

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (May 21, 2009)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/1157

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Conrad, Kent [D-ND]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: ND ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (17 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Barrasso, John [R-WY] R - WY May 21, 2009
Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D-I1A May 21, 2009
Sen. Roberts, Pat [R-KS] R - KS May 21, 2009
Sen. Inhofe, James M. [R-OK] R - OK Jun 2, 2009
Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R - ME Jun 4, 2009
Sen. Hatch, Orrin G. [R-UT] R -UT Jun 4, 2009
Sen. Lincoln, Blanche L. [D-AR] D-AR Jun 10, 2009
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D -NM Jun 11, 2009
Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D-sSD Jun 15, 2009
Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN] D - MN Jun 16, 2009
Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO] D-CO Jul 6, 2009
Sen. Udall, Tom [D-NM] D -NM Jul 6, 2009
Sen. Udall, Mark [D-CO] D-CO Jul 8, 2009
Sen. Thune, John [R-SD] R -SD Jul 10, 2009
Sen. Johanns, Mike [R-NE] R -NE Jul 14, 2009
Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND] D -ND Jul 29, 2009
Sen. Nelson, Ben [D-NE] D - NE May 12, 2010
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To May 22, 2009
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Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of May 21, 2009)

Craig Thomas Rural Hospital and Provider Equity Act of 2009 - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act
with respect to: (1) the Medicare disproportionate share hospital (DSH) adjustment for rural hospitals; (2) revision of the
temporary increase in payments to certain rural hospitals (Medicare hold harmless provision); (3) the definition of low-
volume hospital for purposes of the Medicare inpatient hospital payment adjustment (MIHPA); (4) Medicare wage index
reclassifications for certain hospitals; (5) Medicare reasonable costs payments for certain clinical diagnostic laboratory
tests furnished to hospitals in certain rural areas; (6) critical access hospitals; (7) the capital infrastructure revolving loan
program; (8) the Medicare incentive payment program for physician scarcity areas; (9) the 1.00 floor on Medicare work
geographic adjustment to payments for physician services; (10) permission for physician assistants to order post-hospital
extended care services or hospice care; (11) Medicare home health care planning; (12) rural health clinics; (13)
community health center collaborative access; (14) the temporary Medicare payment increase for home health services
furnished in a rural area; (15) increased Medicare payments for rural ground ambulance services; and (16) coverage of
marriage and family therapist services and mental health counselor services under Medicare part B (Supplementary
Medical Insurance).

Amends the Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP Benefits Improvement and Protection Act of 2000 to provide for the
extension of treatment of certain physician pathology services under Medicare.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to: (1) conduct pilot projects to provide incentives to home health
agencies to utilize remote home monitoring and communications technologies; and (2) facilitate the provision of
telehealth services across state lines.

Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act to extend Medicare part A (Hospital Insurance) coverage and
payment, on a reasonable cost basis, to anesthesia services furnished by a physician anesthesiologist in certain rural
hospitals in the same manner as payment is made for anesthesia services furnished by a certified registered nurse
anesthetists in such hospitals.

Establishes the floor at 1.00 on: (1) the practice expense geographic index for services furnished during a specified
period in certain rural areas under the Medicare physician fee schedule; and (2) the Medicare hospital area wage index
for certain hospitals for discharges during the same period.

Revises the standard for designation of sole community hospitals.
Actions Timeline

e May 21, 2009: Introduced in Senate
e May 21, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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