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S 1121
School Building Fairness Act of 2009

Congress: 111 (2009–2011, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Education
Introduced: May 21, 2009
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.  (May 21, 2009) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/111th-congress/senate-bill/1121 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: IA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (10 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D · MA Jun 3, 2009

Sen. Dodd, Christopher J. [D-CT] D · CT Jun 16, 2009

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Jun 19, 2009

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA Jul 21, 2009

Sen. Begich, Mark [D-AK] D · AK Jul 24, 2009

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR] D · OR Aug 6, 2009

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D · OH Oct 13, 2009

Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D · NJ Dec 14, 2009

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA Dec 15, 2009

Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D · NJ Jan 26, 2010

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To May 21, 2009

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 21, 2009) 

School Building Fairness Act of 2009 - Amends the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) to direct

the Secretary of Education to allocate funds to states for competitive matching grants to local educational agencies

(LEAs) for school repair, renovation, and construction.

Reserves 1% of the grant funds for assistance to outlying areas and Indian schools.

Requires each state, in awarding such grants to LEAs, to consider: (1) the percentage of poor children each LEA serves;

(2) the condition of their public schools or need for additional schools; (3) the extent to which they will comply with certain

green building standards; (4) their fiscal capacity to cover repairs, renovations, and construction without such a grant; and

(5) the likelihood that they will maintain repaired, renovated, or newly constructed schools in good condition.

Requires each state to award high-need and rural LEAs, in the aggregate, at least the same proportion of this Act's LEA

funds for the state that they received of total LEA school improvement funds for the state under part A of Title I of the

ESEA.

Directs each state to reserve a portion of their allocation for a state-level database of public school facility inventory,

condition, design, and utilization.

Requires the National Center for Education Statistics to study and report to Congress on the condition of public

elementary and secondary schools, including an analysis of trends in spending for their repair, renovation, and

construction.

Directs the Secretary to provide for the establishment of a clearinghouse of information on the best educational practices

from nursery school through higher education, and the latest research regarding the construction, improvement, and

maintenance of safe, healthy, and high-performance public schools.

Actions Timeline

May 21, 2009: Introduced in Senate
May 21, 2009: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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