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S 939

Financial Aid Form Simplification and Access Act

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: Mar 20, 2007

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S3386-3391) (Mar 20, 2007)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/939
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: Rl ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (4 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R - ME Mar 20, 2007
Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D -MA Mar 20, 2007
Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D WA Mar 20, 2007
Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] |- VT Mar 20, 2007

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Mar 20, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Mar 20, 2007)

Financial Aid Form Simplification and Access Act - Amends the Higher Education Act of 1965 to revise the process of
applying for student assistance.

Revises requirements for the simplified needs test to take into account dislocated workers and recipients of means-tested
federal benefits.

Directs the Secretary of Education to develop and use a simplified paper application form of the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), to be called the EZ FAFSA, for students who meet the requirements of the automatic zero
expected family contribution.

Requires the Secretary to: (1) phase-out the paper form (the long form or full FAFSA) for students who do not meet the
requirements for a EZ FAFZA; and (2) produce, distribute, and process common forms in electronic format, including a
simplified electronic application form on the Internet.

Directs the Secretary to make every effort to provide students with early information about potential financial aid eligibility,
both through a widely disseminated printed form and the Internet or other electronic means.

Directs the Secretary to make special efforts to notify: (1) students who qualify for specified means-tested federal benefits
of their potential eligibility for a maximum federal Pell Grant; and (2) middle school and secondary school students of the
availability of student financial assistance.

Requires the Secretary to contract for or establish a toll-free telephone service to provide an application mechanism and
timely and accurate information to the general public.

Increases dependent and independent students’ income protection allowances, excluded in determining their need for
aid.

Revises requirements for the determination of independence by students with special circumstances, and provides for
electronic applications tailored to their situation.

Excludes certain untaxed education benefits and savings distributions from student need determinations. Sets forth asset
attribution rules for qualified education benefits.

Revises the purposes of the independent Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance to reflect this Act.

Actions Timeline

e Mar 20, 2007: Introduced in Senate
e Mar 20, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S3383-3384)

e Mar 20, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S3386-3391)
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