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HR 851
Death Penalty Reform Act of 2007

Congress: 110 (2007–2009, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Feb 6, 2007
Current Status: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.  (Feb 6, 2007) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/851 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Gohmert, Louie [R-TX-1] 
Party: Republican   •   State: TX   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (5 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Franks, Trent [R-AZ-2] R · AZ Feb 6, 2007

Rep. Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21] R · TX Feb 6, 2007

Rep. Pence, Mike [R-IN-6] R · IN Feb 7, 2007

Rep. Forbes, J. Randy [R-VA-4] R · VA Feb 8, 2007

Rep. Chabot, Steve [R-OH-1] R · OH Feb 27, 2007

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred To Feb 6, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Feb 6, 2007) 

Death Penalty Reform Act of 2007 - Amends the federal criminal code to modify substantive law and procedures relating

to the death penalty.

Adds certain crimes that result in death, including obstruction of justice, as aggravating factors in death penalty

deliberations.

Defines "mentally retarded" for death penalty purposes. Requires a defendant to give notice to the government of any

mitigating factors, including mental retardation, which the defendant intends to present in a death penalty proceeding.

Grants the government the right to an independent mental health examination of a defendant claiming mental retardation.

Grants the Attorney General regulatory authority over the implementation of the death penalty. Repeals the prohibition

against executing a person who is mentally retarded. Grants the government an unlimited right to rehearings of a finding

of mental incapacity in death penalty cases.

Requires a court in a death penalty case to: (1) assign a second attorney for the defendant when the government files a

notice of intent to seek a sentence of death (currently, assignment is required upon indictment); and (2) permit the

government to strike for cause jurors who oppose the death penalty.

Modifies criteria relating to mitigating and aggravating factors in death penalty cases.

Authorizes a court in the sentencing phase of a death penalty case to impanel a jury of less than 12 members upon a

finding of good cause.

Amends the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure to increase the number of alternative jurors and peremptory challenges

to such jurors in criminal proceedings.

Actions Timeline

Feb 6, 2007: Introduced in House
Feb 6, 2007: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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