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S 83
Rail Security Act of 2007

Congress: 110 (2007–2009, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Jan 4, 2007
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Jan 4, 2007) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/83 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ] 
Party: Republican   •   State: AZ   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [D-DE] D · DE Jan 4, 2007

Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [D-CT] ID · CT Jan 4, 2007

Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME] R · ME Jan 4, 2007

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D · OH Jun 18, 2007

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Jan 4, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

110 S 294 Related bill Jul 23, 2008: Message on House action received in Senate and at desk: House amendment to Senate bill
and House requests a conference.

110 S 184 Related bill Mar 1, 2007: By Senator Inouye from Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation filed written
report. Report No. 110-29.

110 HR
534 

Related bill Jan 29, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Transportation Security and Infrastructure Protection.
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Summary  (as of Jan 4, 2007) 

Rail Security Act of 2007 - Directs the Assistant Secretary of Homeland Security for the Transportation Security

Administration (TSA) to conduct a vulnerability assessment of freight and passenger rail transportation, and develop

specific prioritized recommendations for improving rail security.

Directs the Assistant Secretary to conduct a study on requiring security screening for passengers, baggage, and cargo on

passenger trains.

Authorizes the Secretary of Transportation to make grants to Amtrak for fire and life-safety improvements and

infrastructure upgrades to tunnels on the Northeast Corridor.

Directs Amtrak to submit to the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) a plan to address the needs of families of

passengers involved in rail passenger accidents.

Authorizes the Assistant Secretary to award grants to Amtrak for certain system-wide Amtrak, freight, hazardous

materials transportation, and passenger rail security upgrades.

Directs the Administrator of the Federal Railroad Administration to set forth certain standards for welded rail and tank car

safety improvements.

Sets forth certain whistleblower protections for rail employees or other persons providing information about perceived

security threats.

Actions Timeline

Jan 4, 2007: Introduced in Senate
Jan 4, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S91-92)
Jan 4, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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