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HR 7183

Western Hemisphere Energy Compact Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: Sep 27, 2008

Current Status. Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on Financial Services
Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on Financial Services, for a

period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the
jurisdiction of the committee concerned. (Sep 27, 2008)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/7183

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-17]
Party: Democratic + State: NY ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. English, Phil [R-PA-3] R - PA Sep 27, 2008

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Financial Services Committee House Referred To Sep 27, 2008
Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Sep 27, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 27, 2008)

Western Hemisphere Energy Compact Act of 2008 - Directs the Secretary of State, in coordination with the Secretary of
Energy, to seek to establish a regional-based ministerial forum to be known as the Western Hemisphere Energy
Cooperation Forum: (1) for the cooperation of Western Hemisphere on energy issues; (2) to lessen dependence on oil
imports without reducing food availability; (3) to ensure that energy contributes to the economic, social, and
environmental enhancement of the countries in the Western Hemisphere; and (4) to permit participating countries to
cooperatively address broad challenges posed to the energy supply of the Western Hemisphere.

Directs the U.S. to seek to implement, in cooperation with Energy Forum countries: (1) an energy crisis initiative; (2) an
energy sustainability initiative; (3) an energy for development initiative; and (4) biofuels studies.

Provides for the establishment of a Western Hemisphere Energy Industry Group to: (1) increase public-private
partnerships; (2) foster private investment; and (3) enable countries in the Western Hemisphere to devise energy
agendas compatible with industry capacity and cognizant of industry goals.

Provides for: (1) the establishment of an Oil and Natural Gas Working Group; (2) a U.S.-Brazil biofuels partnership; (3)
biofuels feasibility studies; (4) regional and hemispheric carbon trading mechanisms; (5) the establishment of a Western
Hemisphere energy crisis response mechanism; (6) seeking to increase U.S. foreign assistance programming in
renewable energy; and (7) energy public diplomacy.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 27, 2008: Introduced in House

e Sep 27, 2008: Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on Financial Services, for
a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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