LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — June 27, 2026
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/110/hr/6944

HR 6944

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie Expansion Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Sep 18, 2008

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Readiness.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Readiness. (Sep 30, 2008)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/6944

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Weller, Jerry [R-1L-11]
Party: Republican < State: IL ¢« Chamber: House

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Agriculture Committee House Referred To Sep 18, 2008
Armed Services Committee House Referred to Sep 30, 2008
Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Sep 18, 2008
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Sep 19, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 18, 2008)

Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie Expansion Act of 2008 - Transfers administrative jurisdiction over the Joliet Training
Area (JTA) from the Secretary of the Army to the Secretary of Agriculture.

Directs the Secretary of Agriculture to convey a specified parcel of land to Will County, lllinois. Requires the deed for
such land to contain restrictive covenants enforceable by such Secretary for the benefit of the appurtenant federal lands
and the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie.

Requires the conveyed lands to only be used for: (1) parks and recreation; (2) firing ranges for small arms; (3) office and
training facilities for fire fighters, police, and emergency personnel; (4) public safety facilities (but not for incarceration);
and (5) offices for county and municipal governments. Prohibits the use of such lands for industrial or commercial
purposes.

Provides for environmental remediation of the lands conveyed to the county.

Directs the Secretary of Agriculture to convey to CenterPoint Properties, LLC, an easement to specified lands to permit
the construction of roads and railroads for access to appurtenant properties.

Provides for certain cash payments.

Requires the Secretary of the Army to provide a preliminary assessment/site inspection to the Secretary of Agriculture for
the lands comprising the JTA and to develop plans for remediation of the recognized environmental conditions identified
by the preliminary assessment/site inspection.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 30, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Readiness.

e Sep 19, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.

e Sep 18, 2008: Introduced in House

e Sep 18, 2008: Referred to the Committee on Armed Services, and in addition to the Committees on Agriculture,

Transportation and Infrastructure, and Energy and Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Sep 18, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials.
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