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HR 6391

National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program Improvement Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Jun 26, 2008

Current Status. Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. (Jun 26, 2008)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/6391

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Burton, Dan [R-IN-5]
Party: Republican < State: IN ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (6 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role
Rep. Bartlett, Roscoe G. [R-MD-6] R - MD

Rep. Paul, Ron [R-TX-14] R-TX

Rep. Putnam, Adam H. [R-FL-12] R-FL

Rep. Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4] R -NJ

Rep. Watson, Diane E. [D-CA-33] D-CA

Rep. Shays, Christopher [R-CT-4] R-CT

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Date Joined

Jun 26, 2008
Jun 26, 2008
Jun 26, 2008
Jun 26, 2008
Jun 26, 2008
Jul 14, 2008

Date
Jun 26, 2008
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Summary (as of Jun 26, 2008)

National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program Improvement Act of 2008 - Amends the Public Health Service Act to
revise provisions of the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program.

Specifies how loss of earning is to be calculated for vaccine-related injuries to individuals under the age of 18.
Increases the award for vaccine-related deaths.

Allows compensation under the Program for expenses for family counseling and for establishing and maintaining a
guardianship, conservatorship, or trust for an individual with a vaccine-related injury.

Allows a special master to make an interim award of attorneys' fees and costs under certain circumstances. Allows such
award to be payable directly to the petitioner's attorney.

Extends the statute of limitation for vaccine-related injury or death to six years after the date of injury or onset of
symptoms.

Specifies who is to be a member of the Advisory Commission on Childhood Vaccines. Provides that the Commission
shall meet at the call of the Chair (currently, the Commission must meet not less than four times a year).

Amends the Internal Revenue Code to increase the amount of expenses for administering the Program that are allowed
to be paid from the Vaccine Injury Compensation Trust Fund. Allows the payment from the Trust Fund of administrative
and personnel expenses that the Bureau of Public Debt incurs for financial services for the Trust Fund.

Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Services to include a public service announcement in efforts to inform the
public about the Program.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 26, 2008: Introduced in House
e Jun 26, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
e Jun 26, 2008: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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