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HR 6356

Universal Service Reform, Accountability, and Efficiency Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications

Introduced: Jun 24, 2008

Current Status. Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. (Jun 24, 2008)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/6356

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Barton, Joe [R-TX-6]
Party: Republican < State TX ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Stearns, Cliff [R-FL-6] R-FL Jun 24, 2008

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred To Jun 24, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jun 24, 2008)

Universal Service Reform, Accountability, and Efficiency Act of 2008 - Amends the Communications Act of 1934 to revise
the policies concerning the principles for the advancement of universal service to require that the policies be based on
the principles of affordability, efficiency, certain contribution and distribution requirements, transparency, consumer focus,
and access to advanced telecommunications services for schools, libraries, and rural health care providers.

Requires that universal service support be used solely to provide voice (including IP-enabled voice) communications in
high cost areas and to low-income households.

Authorizes the FCC to select any contribution mechanism that is consistent with the above principles and that: (1) is
based exclusively on providing voice communications service; (2) does not assess broadband transmission or Internet
access services; and (3) includes a universal service contribution low-income exemption.

Requires that universal service support decline over time.

Allows, after this Act's auction, only eligible telecommunications providers to receive support for service in high cost
areas. Prohibits the receipt of support for services in high cost areas having a high percentage of high income
households.

Prohibits a state from assessing interstate services in order to fund a state's universal service program.

Requires a reverse auction plan in which each auction winner has the privileges and obligations of a provider-of-last-
resort to be used to distribute universal service support for voice communications service in high cost areas. Provides for
subsequent auctions, including transitioning away from subsidizing a provider-of-last-resort.

Requires the FCC to: (1) determine whether the goals of universal service are being achieved in an economically efficient
way; (2) strengthen the universal service program's oversight structure; (3) provide the FCC's Inspector General with
resources to conduct regular and thorough audits; (4) permanently bar anyone committing universal service fraud from
receiving future subsidies; and (5) develop increased penalties for service fund wrongdoing.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 24, 2008: Introduced in House
e Jun 24, 2008: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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