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S622

Competitive and Fair Agricultural Markets Act of 2007

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Agriculture and Food

Introduced: Feb 15, 2007

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. (Feb 15, 2007)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/622

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA]
Party: Democratic + State: IA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (8 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] D -MT Feb 15, 2007
Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND] D -ND Feb 15, 2007
Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] R - WY Feb 15, 2007
Sen. Feingold, Russell D. [D-WI] D - Wi Feb 15, 2007
Sen. McCaskill, Claire [D-MO] D - MO Feb 15, 2007
Sen. Thomas, Craig [R-WY] R - WY Feb 15, 2007
Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D-OH May 3, 2007
Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D - NY Jun 19, 2007
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee Senate Referred To Feb 15, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Agriculture and Food

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
110 HR 2135 Related bill May 3, 2007: Referred to the House Committee on Agriculture.
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Summary (as of Feb 15, 2007)

Competitive and Fair Agricultural Markets Act of 2007 - Amends the Agricultural Fair Practices Act of 1967 to define
specified terms.

Establishes within the Department of Agriculture the Office of Special Counsel for Competition Matters, which shall be
headed by a Special Counsel for Competition Matters. States that the Office shall: (1) investigate and prosecute
violations of this Act and the Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921; (2) serve as a liaison between the Department and the
Department of Justice and the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) with respect to competition and trade practices in the
food and agricultural sector; and (3) maintain a staff of attorneys and other appropriate professionals.

Prohibits unfair or deceptive agricultural commerce acts or practices respecting: (1) crops; (2) producer associations; and
(3) agricultural production and marketing contracts.

Sets forth agricultural and production contract and enforcement provisions.

Amends the Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921 to eliminate the "slaughter” requirement from the definitions of "poultry
grower," "poultry growing arrangement,” and "live poultry dealer.” States that the term "poultry grower" does not include
an employee of such grower.

Extends: (1) administrative enforcement authority to live poultry dealers; and (2) temporary injunction or restraining order
authority to instances of poultry care. Increases the maximum civil penalty for violations by live poultry dealers.

States that it shall be an unlawful practice to engage in an unfair or discriminatory practice or device or to control or
manipulate prices regardless of whether the practice, device, or course of business causes a competitive injury or
otherwise adversely effects competition, and regardless of any alleged business justification.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 15, 2007: Introduced in Senate
e Feb 15, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S2052-2053)
e Feb 15, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
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