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HR 6163

Medicare Telehealth Enhancement Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: May 22, 2008

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health. (Jun 2, 2008)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/6163

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Thompson, Mike [D-CA-1]
Party: Democratic + State: CA  Chamber: House

Cosponsors (14 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Eshoo, Anna G. [D-CA-14] D:-CA May 22, 2008
Rep. Hulshof, Kenny C. [R-MO-9] R - MO May 22, 2008
Rep. Stupak, Bart [D-MI-1] D - Ml May 22, 2008
Rep. English, Phil [R-PA-3] R-PA Jun 18, 2008
Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large] D-VT Jun 20, 2008
Rep. Wittman, Robert J. [R-VA-1] R - VA Jul 14, 2008
Rep. Terry, Lee [R-NE-2] R - NE Jul 22, 2008
Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-3] D - MA Jul 28, 2008
Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9] D-IL Jul 29, 2008
Rep. Bishop, Sanford D., Jr. [D-GA-2] D -GA Jul 31, 2008
Rep. Price, David E. [D-NC-4] D-NC Jul 31, 2008
Rep. Shea-Porter, Carol [D-NH-1] D - NH Jul 31, 2008
Rep. Matsui, Doris O. [D-CA-5] D-CA Sep 16, 2008
Rep. Salazar, John T. [D-CO-3] D-CO Sep 16, 2008
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to May 22, 2008
Ways and Means Committee House Referred to Jun 2, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of May 22, 2008)

Medicare Telehealth Enhancement Act of 2008 - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act regarding
telehealth services (furnished via a telecommunication system by a physician to an enrolled individual).

Removes current geographic restrictions on the provision of such services.
Adds to the types of facilities authorized to participate in the telehealth program.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to encourage and facilitate the adoption of state reciprocity
agreements for practitioner licensure in order to expedite the provision of telehealth services across state lines.

Directs the Secretary to include as a home health visit for Medicare purposes telehealth services furnished an individual
by a home health agency.

Provides for coverage of remote patient management services, including home health remote patient management
services, for certain chronic health conditions.

Directs the Secretary to establish a demonstration project to evaluate the impact and benefits of covering remote patient
management services for certain chronic health conditions.

Directs the Secretary, acting through the Director of the Office for the Advancement of Telehealth (of the Health
Resources and Services Administration), to make grants to expand access via telehealth to health care services for
individuals in medically underserved rural, frontier, and urban areas.

Amends the Public Health Service Act to reauthorize telehealth network and telehealth resource centers grant programs.

Actions Timeline

Jun 2, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
May 22, 2008: Introduced in House
May 22, 2008: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and

Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions
as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

May 22, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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