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HR 6108

Deep Ocean Energy Resources Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Energy

Introduced: May 21, 2008

Current Status. Motion to Discharge Committee filed by Mr. Porter. Petition No: 110-16. (<a href="http://clerk.house

Latest Action: Motion to Discharge Committee filed by Mr. Porter. Petition No: 110-16. (<a
href="http://clerk.house.gov/110/Irc/pd/Petitions/Dis16.htm">Discharge petition</a> text with signatures.) (Jul 30, 2008)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/6108

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Myrick, Sue Wilkins [R-NC-9]
Party: Republican < State: NC e« Chamber: House
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Jul 25, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Readiness.
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Summary (as of May 21, 2008)

Deep Ocean Energy Resources Act of 2008 - Amends the Submerged Lands Act (SLA) regarding delineation of lateral
offshore state boundaries with respect to the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA), as well as related oil and gas
mineral rights.

Amends the OCSLA with respect to Adjacent Zones and Planning Areas in the outer Continental Shelf (OCS) subsoil and
seabed.

Revises procedures governing natural gas lease administration.

Prohibits the President from: (1) revising or revoking a withdrawal that is extended by a state; or (2) withdrawing from
leasing any area for which a state has failed to prohibit leasing.

Requires the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) to include, in each five-year OCS leasing program, lease sales that,
when viewed as a whole, propose to offer to lease at least 75% of the available unleased acreage within each OCS
Planning Area for oil and gas or natural gas.

Prescribes conditions for a federal agency permit, without adjacent state concurrence, to construct a crude oil or
petroleum products pipeline within the part of the adjacent state's Adjacent Zone that is withdrawn from oil and gas or
natural gas leasing.

Exempts lease suspensions and all preliminary activities on OCS tracks from the requirement to prepare environmental
assessments or impact statements under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

Establishes the Federal Energy Natural Resources Enhancement Program to manage wildlife and natural resources
related to energy and minerals development on federal lands.

Declares without force or effect existing federal prohibitions against spending appropriated funds for leasing and
preleasing OCS oil and natural gas.

Prohibits a federal agency from permitting certain activities on the federal OCS or in state waters that are incompatible
with: (1) oil or natural gas leasing; and (2) full exploration and production of tracts geologically prospective for oil or
natural gas.

Requires the Secretary to repurchase and cancel certain federal oil and gas, geothermal, coal, oil shale, tar sands, or
other mineral leases, whether onshore or offshore.

Redesignates the Minerals Management Service as the National Ocean Resources and Royalty Service.

Rigs to Reefs Act of 2008 - Amends the OCSLA to prescribe requirements for the use of decommissioned offshore oil
and gas platforms for an artificial reef, scientific research, or any other use authorized for leases, easements, or rights-of-
way for energy and related purposes.

Redesignates the Mining and Mineral Resource Institutes Act of 1984 as the Energy and Mineral Schools Reinvestment
Act.

Directs the Secretary to provide funds to state-chartered petroleum or mining schools.



Establishes the Office of Petroleum and Mining Schools.

Directs the Secretary to appoint an advisory Committee on Petroleum, Mining, and Mineral Engineering and Energy and
Mineral Resource Education.

Authorizes grants to schools for career technical education.
Establishes a Physical Science, Engineering, and Technology Scholarship Program.
Directs the Secretary to establish OCS Regional Headquarters in designated locations.

National Geo Fund Act of 2008 - Directs the Secretary to establish a program for production of: (1) fuels from strategic
unconventional resources; and (2) oil and gas resources using CO2 enhanced recovery.

Directs the Secretary to establish grant programs for production of: (1) geothermal and geopressure oil and gas energy;
(2) liquid fuels; and (3) renewable energy from ocean waves, currents, and thermal resources.

Grants the lessee of an existing oil and gas lease located completely within 100 miles of the coastline within the
California or Florida Adjacent Zones the option of exchanging such lease for a new oil and gas lease having a primary
term of five years.

Amends OCSLA to repeal the coastal impact assistance program.
Amends the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to repeal the requirement for payments for oil shale and tar sands leases.

Amends the Mineral Leasing Act to prescribe requirements for treatment of oil shale or tar sands lease revenues and
royalty rates for commercial leases.

Amends OCSLA to make OCS receipts available in certain circumstances for payments under the Secure Rural Schools
and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000.

Repeals the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006.

Actions Timeline

e Jul 30, 2008: Motion to Discharge Committee filed by Mr. Porter. Petition No: 110-16. (<a
href="http://clerk.house.gov/110/Irc/pd/Petitions/Dis16.htm">Discharge petition</a> text with signatures.)

e Jun 3, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Environment.
e May 30, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources.
e May 21, 2008: Introduced in House

e May 21, 2008: Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources, and in addition to the Committees on Science and
Technology, and the Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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