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HR 5448
Full Faith in Veterans Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: Feb 14, 2008

Current Status: Subcommittee Hearings Held.

Latest Action: Subcommittee Hearings Held. (Jun 12, 2008)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/5448

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Allen, Thomas H. [D-ME-1]
Party: Democratic + State: ME < Chamber: House
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Committee Activity

Committee

Veterans' Affairs Committee
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Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No r

elated bills are listed.

Chamber

House

Party / State Role
- ME
-GA
-GA
-NY
-GU
- PA
- WI
-CA
-KS
-NE
-KS
- TX
- TN
-NC
<IN
-CA
- PA
-CA
- MN
- MA
- MN
-CO
- HI
-CA
1L
- WI
-FL
-CA
-CA

O 0o o oo o ooy ooy oot o oot ®»n O XY U XU U O XV O U O T O

Activity
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Summary (as of Feb 14, 2008)

Full Faith in Veterans Act of 2008 - Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to accept as sufficient proof of service-
connection of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) alleged to have been incurred in or aggravated by active military
service a diagnosis of PTSD by a mental health professional, together with a written determination that such disorder is
related to the veteran's service, if consistent with the circumstances, conditions, or hardships of such service,
notwithstanding that there is no official record of such incurrence or aggravation during such service. Requires the
Secretary to resolve every reasonable doubt in favor of the veteran. Allows PTSD service-connection to be rebutted by
clear and convincing evidence.

Directs the Secretary to require Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) employees responsible for rating disabilities,
evaluating claims for disability compensation for PTSD, or adjudicating disability compensation ratings to complete a
certification program established by the Secretary.

Requires the Secretary to: (1) conduct audits of examinations of veterans who submit claims for disability compensation
for PTSD; (2) update the schedule for rating disabilities with respect to PTSD, traumatic brain injury, and other mental
disorders; (3) implement new PTSD criteria; (4) implement a holistic treatment approach for veterans with PTSD; and (5)
require VA employees responsible for adjudicating disability compensation ratings to take into consideration veterans'
treatment records from readjustment counseling centers and written opinions of mental health professionals.

Actions Timeline

Jun 12, 2008: Subcommittee Hearings Held.

Feb 15, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.
Feb 14, 2008: Introduced in House

Feb 14, 2008: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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