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HR 5132
Environmental Justice Renewal Act

Congress: 110 (2007–2009, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Jan 23, 2008
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials.  (Jan 23, 2008) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/5132 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Solis, Hilda L. [D-CA-32] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-23] D · FL Jan 29, 2008

Rep. Frank, Barney [D-MA-4] D · MA Feb 7, 2008

Rep. Wynn, Albert Russell [D-MD-4] D · MD Feb 7, 2008

Rep. Sestak, Joe [D-PA-7] D · PA Jun 12, 2008

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Jan 23, 2008

Natural Resources Committee House Referred To Jan 23, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

110 S 2549 Identical bill Sep 24, 2008: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 1076.
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Summary  (as of Jan 23, 2008) 

Environmental Justice Renewal Act - Defines "environmental justice" as the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of

all individuals regardless of race, color, national origin, educational level, or income in the process of developing

environmental laws and regulations. Defines "environmental justice community" as a community with a significant

representation of racial, ethnic, or low-income populations vulnerable to environmental or human health risks.

Directs the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish the Interagency Working Group on

Environmental Justice to provide guidance to federal agencies in identifying disproportionately high and adverse human

health or environmental effects on minority and low-income populations and to assist such agencies in developing

environmental justice strategies. Requires the Working Group to develop and promulgate a coordinated interagency

federal environmental justice strategy.

Requires the Administrator to: (1) establish in the EPA the position of Environmental Justice Ombudsman to monitor

complaints relating to environmental justice programs; (2) provide training in environmental justice to EPA employees; (3)

establish grant programs to address local environmental justice concerns; (4) establish a basic training program to assist

residents of environmental justice communities in identifying human health and environmental risks; (5) establish a

National Environmental Justice Advisory Council to provide independent advice and recommendations to the

Administrator on environmental justice issues; and (6) establish an Environmental Justice Clearinghouse to provide

information on EPA activities relating to environmental justice.

Requires the Comptroller General to report to Congress on the effectiveness of this Act.

Actions Timeline

Jan 23, 2008: Introduced in House
Jan 23, 2008: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Natural
Resources, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Jan 23, 2008: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials.
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