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S 442
John R. Justice Prosecutors and Defenders Incentive Act of 2007

Congress: 110 (2007–2009, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement
Introduced: Jan 31, 2007
Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 113.
Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 113.  (Apr 10, 2007) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/442 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: IL   •   Chamber: Senate
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Cosponsors  (40 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R · ME Jan 31, 2007

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA Jan 31, 2007

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Jan 31, 2007

Sen. Smith, Gordon H. [R-OR] R · OR Jan 31, 2007

Sen. Specter, Arlen [R-PA] R · PA Jan 31, 2007

Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D · LA Feb 7, 2007

Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME] R · ME Feb 7, 2007

Sen. Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [D-DE] D · DE Feb 8, 2007

Sen. Cochran, Thad [R-MS] R · MS Feb 8, 2007

Sen. Coleman, Norm [R-MN] R · MN Feb 26, 2007

Sen. Feingold, Russell D. [D-WI] D · WI Feb 26, 2007

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA Feb 26, 2007

Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D · MA Feb 26, 2007

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Feb 26, 2007

Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] D · RI Feb 26, 2007

Sen. Kohl, Herb [D-WI] D · WI Feb 27, 2007

Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D · IA Mar 1, 2007

Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI May 2, 2007

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA May 2, 2007

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D · OH May 2, 2007

Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D · NJ May 2, 2007

Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D · MI May 2, 2007

Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [ID-CT] ID · CT May 2, 2007

Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D · NJ May 2, 2007

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA May 2, 2007

Sen. Pryor, Mark L. [D-AR] D · AR May 2, 2007

Sen. Salazar, Ken [D-CO] D · CO May 2, 2007

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT May 2, 2007

Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D · WA May 3, 2007

Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI May 7, 2007

Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D · FL May 21, 2007

Sen. Martinez, Mel [R-FL] R · FL May 23, 2007

Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D · PA Jun 4, 2007

Sen. Domenici, Pete V. [R-NM] R · NM Jun 4, 2007

Sen. McCaskill, Claire [D-MO] D · MO Jun 13, 2007

Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] D · MT Jun 15, 2007

Sen. Obama, Barack [D-IL] D · IL Jun 18, 2007

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Jun 18, 2007

Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D · NY Jul 24, 2007

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD Dec 3, 2007
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee Senate Reported By Apr 10, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

110 HR
916 

Identical bill May 16, 2007: Received in the Senate. Read twice. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General
Orders. Calendar No. 149.

110 HR
893 

Related bill Mar 1, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security.

Summary  (as of Apr 10, 2007) 

John R. Justice Prosecutors and Defenders Incentive Act of 2007 - Amends the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets

Act of 1968 to add a program for student loan repayment for prosecutors and public defenders.

Defines "prosecutor" and "public defenders" to include individuals engaged in the supervision, education, or training of

other prosecutors and public defenders. Includes within the definition of "public defender" full-time employees of nonprofit

organizations who devote substantially all their time providing indigent criminal defense services and federal public

defenders. Requires prosecutors and public defenders to prosecute or provide representation for juvenile delinquency

cases.

Directs the Attorney General to establish a program to assume the obligation to repay the student loans of any borrowers

who are employed as prosecutors or public defenders and are not in default on their loans. Sets forth requirements for

such program, including that: (1) the borrower will remain employed as a prosecutor or public defender for not less than

three years; and (2) the borrower will repay to the Attorney General any repayment benefits received if the borrower is

fired from employment for misconduct or voluntarily separates from employment.

Limits the amount payable under such program to $10,000 per year for any borrower and to an aggregate total of

$60,000 for any borrower.

Authorizes the Attorney General to enter into subsequent agreements with a borrower for another three-year period or a

lesser period.

Requires the Attorney General to give priority in granting repayment benefits to borrowers who have the least ability to

repay their loans.

Authorizes the Attorney General to issue regulations to carry out this Act.

Directs the Government Accountability Office to study and report to Congress on the impact of law school accreditation

requirements and other factors on law school costs and access, including the impact of such requirements on racial and

ethnic minorities.

Authorizes appropriations.
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Actions Timeline

Apr 10, 2007: Committee on the Judiciary. Reported by Senator Leahy with amendments. With written report No. 110-
51. Additional views filed.
Apr 10, 2007: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 113.
Mar 1, 2007: Committee on the Judiciary. Ordered to be reported with amendments favorably.
Feb 27, 2007: Committee on the Judiciary. Hearings held.
Jan 31, 2007: Introduced in Senate
Jan 31, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1413-1415)
Jan 31, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S1415)
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