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HR 4196
National Public Notification of Environmental Hazards Act of 2007

Congress: 110 (2007–2009, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Environmental Protection
Introduced: Nov 15, 2007
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.  (Nov 16, 2007) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/4196 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4] 
Party: Republican   •   State: NJ   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9] D · TN Dec 12, 2007

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-7] D · AZ Feb 13, 2008

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Nov 15, 2007

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Nov 16, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Nov 15, 2007) 

National Public Notification of Environmental Hazards Act of 2007 - Amends the Comprehensive Environmental

Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 to require the President to revise the national contingency plan to

provide for improved public notification and community relations in the case of a response action.

Requires the head of the lead agency for a response action to: (1) designate a spokesperson, who shall provide notice of

the action, respond to inquiries, and provide information to the public; (2) issue a press release within a specified time

frame; (3) ensure coordination of press releases and other statements; (4) establish a public information office at or near

the response site; (5) establish at least one local information repository; (6) make the administrative record file available

for public inspection; (7) provide a public comment period; (8) conduct public meetings; (9) establish a toll-free telephone

number and a public Internet website; (10) ensure that each residence and business within a half-mile radius of the

response site is visited by a lead agency representative; and (11) mail printed materials containing information about the

removal action to such residences and businesses.

Directs the head: (1) to take specified actions if the President determines, based on a site evaluation, that an action is

appropriate and the head determines that a planning period of at least 180 days exists prior to initiation of on-site

activities, including making the engineering evaluation and cost analysis available to the public; and (2) for actions lasting

more than 120 days, to interview local officials, community residents, and specified others about their concerns,

information needs, and how they would like to be involved and prepare a formal community relations plan.

Actions Timeline

Nov 16, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment.
Nov 15, 2007: Introduced in House
Nov 15, 2007: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Nov 15, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials.
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