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SRES 39
A resolution expressing the sense of the Senate on the need for approval by the Congress before any
offensive military action by the United States against another nation.

Congress: 110 (2007–2009, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: International Affairs
Introduced: Jan 24, 2007
Current Status: Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (text of measure as introduced: CR S1074)
Latest Action: Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (text of measure as introduced: CR S1074)  (Jan 24,
2007) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-resolution/39 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Byrd, Robert C. [D-WV] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WV   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] I · VT Jan 30, 2007

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Relations Committee Senate Referred To Jan 24, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Jan 24, 2007) 

Expresses the sense of the Senate that: (1) under the Constitution it is Congress that has the power to take the country

from a state of peace to a state of war; (2) the framers of the Constitution understood that the President may act to

defend the country and repel sudden attack but reserved the matter of offensive war to the Congress as the

representatives of the people; (3) the Senate affirms the requirement under the Constitution that the President seek

congressional approval before the United States undertakes offensive military action against another nation; (4)

consultation by the President with the Congress on any U.S. undertaking of offensive military action against another

nation must allow for full congressional debate; and (5) any offensive military action by the United States against another

country shall occur only after Congress has authorized such action.
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Actions Timeline

Jan 24, 2007: Introduced in Senate
Jan 24, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1074-1075)
Jan 24, 2007: Referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. (text of measure as introduced: CR S1074)
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