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S367

Decent Working Conditions and Fair Competition Act

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Foreign Trade and International Finance

Introduced: Jan 23, 2007

Current Status. Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation Subcommittee on Interstate Commerce, Trade,
and T

Latest Action: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation Subcommittee on Interstate Commerce, Trade,
and Tourism. Hearings held. (Oct 25, 2007)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/367

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND]
Party: Democratic + State: ND ¢ Chamber: Senate
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Cosponsors (25 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH] D -OH Jan 23, 2007
Sen. Byrd, Robert C. [D-WV] D -WVv Jan 23, 2007
Sen. Feingold, Russell D. [D-WI] D Wi Jan 23, 2007
Sen. Graham, Lindsey [R-SC] R-SC Jan 23, 2007
Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] - VT Jan 23, 2007
Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D -wWv Feb 6, 2007
Sen. Webb, Jim [D-VA] D - VA Feb 15, 2007
Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D -NJ Mar 1, 2007
Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D - Ml May 2, 2007
Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D-IL Jun 5, 2007
Sen. Bayh, Evan [D-IN] D-IN Jun 28, 2007
Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D - PA Jul 26, 2007
Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D - NY Sep 5, 2007
Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] D-MD Oct 25, 2007
Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D-I1A Oct 31, 2007
Sen. Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [D-DE] D - DE Dec 4, 2007
Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D -MA Dec 4, 2007
Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D.CA Jan 22, 2008
Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D-NJ Jan 22, 2008
Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D - NY Jan 22, 2008
Sen. Obama, Barack [D-IL] D-IL Feb 11, 2008
Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D-VT Feb 25, 2008
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI] DRI Mar 12, 2008
Sen. Reed, Jack [D-RI] DRI Apr 2, 2008
Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D - Ml Apr 14, 2008
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber  Activity Date
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Oct 25, 2007
Finance Committee Senate Referred To Jan 23, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Foreign Trade and International Finance

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

110 HR 1992 Related bill May 2, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Trade.
110 HR 1910 Related bill Apr 25, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Trade.
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Summary (as of Jan 23, 2007)

Decent Working Conditions and Fair Competition Act - Amends the Tariff Act of 1930 to revise the prohibition on
importing convict-made goods into the United States to make it unlawful to: (1) import into, or export from, the United
States any sweatshop good; or (2) introduce into commerce, sell, trade, or advertise in commerce, offer to sell, or
transport or distribute in U.S. commerce, any sweatshop good.

Grants the President, for reasons of national interest, authority to recommend waiver of the applications set forth in this
Act in connection with the goods of any country with respect to one or more of the principles and rights defined in this Act
as a core labor standard.

Sets forth procedures for consideration of such a waiver.

Makes it unlawful for persons to introduce into commerce, sell, trade, or advertise in commerce, offer to sell or transport
or distribute in commerce any sweatshop good.

Requires the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to enforce this prohibition as if it were an unfair or deceptive act or
practice proscribed under the Federal Trade Commission Act.

Allows specified persons with standing to bring a civil action in U.S. district courts against sellers of goods, wares,
articles, or merchandise on grounds of a violation of such prohibition.

Prohibits executive agencies and the Armed Forces from entering into procurement contracts for sweatshop goods.

Prohibits anything in this Act from being construed to preempt a state from regulating labor standards required in the
mining, production, or manufacture of merchandise purchased by the state.

Actions Timeline

e Oct 25, 2007: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation Subcommittee on Interstate Commerce, Trade,
and Tourism. Hearings held.

e Sep 5, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S11089)

e Feb 14, 2007: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation Subcommittee on Interstate Commerce, Trade,
and Tourism. Hearings held.

e Jan 29, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1265)

e Jan 26, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1235-1236)

e Jan 23, 2007: Introduced in Senate

e Jan 23, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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