
LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet – December 5, 2025
https://legilist.com

Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/110/s/3646

S 3646
Drill Now Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007–2009, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: Sep 27, 2008
Current Status: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 1120
Latest Action: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 1120
under authority of the order of the Senate of 11/17/2008.  (Nov 18, 2008) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/3646 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. DeMint, Jim [R-SC] 
Party: Republican   •   State: SC   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

No committee referrals or activity are recorded for this bill.

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Sep 27, 2008) 

Drill Now Act of 2008 - Amends the Department of the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act,

2008 to repeal its prohibitions against oil and natural gas preleasing and leasing activities in specified offshore areas,

including the North Atlantic, the eastern Gulf of Mexico, and the Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic planning areas.

Declares that the United States reserves the right to designate national defense areas on the outer Continental Shelf

(OCS).

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) to conduct leasing, preleasing, and related activities for any opened

area before June 30, 2012.

Requires any lease issued by the Secretary for submerged land of the OCS in any opened area lying within 25 miles of

the coastline of any state to include a prohibition against permanent surface occupancy.

Instructs the Secretary of the Treasury to deposit revenues from tracts leased under this Act into: (1) the general fund of

the Treasury; and (2) a special account in the Treasury, for allocation among the states in accordance with prescribed

guidelines.

Repeals the prohibition against the use of funds to prepare or publish final regulations regarding a commercial leasing

program for oil shale resources on public lands or to conduct an oil shale lease sale.

Actions Timeline

Nov 18, 2008: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 1120
under authority of the order of the Senate of 11/17/2008.
Sep 27, 2008: Introduced in Senate
Sep 27, 2008: Introduced in the Senate. Read the first time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under Read the First
Time.
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