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S3191

Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Amendments Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Jun 25, 2008

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S6163-6165) (Jun 25, 2008)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/3191

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME]
Party: Republican < Statee ME ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (10 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D-CA Jun 25, 2008
Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D -WA Jun 25, 2008
Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] D -MD Jun 25, 2008
Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D - MA Jun 25, 2008
Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D - Ml Jun 25, 2008
Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D -MD Jun 25, 2008
Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D-FL Jun 25, 2008
Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] R - LA Jun 25, 2008
Sen. Voinovich, George V. [R-OH] R-OH Jun 25, 2008
Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D-LA Jul 9, 2008
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Jun 25, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jun 25, 2008)

Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Amendments Act of 2008 - Amends the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research
and Control Act of 1998 to: (1) require the Secretary of Commerce, acting through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), to establish criteria for determining which states should serve on the Inter-Agency Task Force on
Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia and to implement a nominations process to select representatives for such Task
Force; and (2) require the Task Force's scientific assessments of hypoxia and harmful algal blooms (hypoxia) once
(currently, every five years).

Requires: (1) the President, acting through the Task Force, to establish a national program to integrate efforts to address
hypoxia research, monitoring, prediction, control, mitigation, prevention, and outreach; (2) the Task Force to be the
oversight body for the development and implementation of the National Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Program; and
(3) NOAA to be the lead federal agency for implementing and administering such Program. Sets forth the Program's
responsibilities and duties, including: (1) promoting a national strategy to help communities understand, detect, predict,
control, and mitigate freshwater and marine hypoxia events; (2) maintaining and enhancing the Ecology and
Oceanography of Harmful Algal Blooms Program, the Monitoring and Event Response for Harmful Algal Blooms
Program, the Northern Gulf of Mexico Ecosystems and Hypoxia Assessment Program, and the Coastal Hypoxia
Research Program; and (3) establishing a Mitigation and Control of Harmful Algal Bloom Program.

Requires the national hypoxia program to: (1) oversee the development and implementation of Regional Research and
Action Plans and identify regions and sub-regions to be addressed by each Plan; and (2) convene regional panels of
experts. Requires each panel to develop a Plan that identifies appropriate elements for the region, including: (1) priorities
for ecological and socioeconomic research on issues related to, and impacts of, hypoxia; and (2) state and local
government actions that may be implemented to monitor, minimize, reduce, and address hypoxia.

Requires the Task Force to report to specified congressional committees not less than every five years on hypoxia.

Requires: (1) the Secretary, acting through NOAA, to establish a collaborative pilot program with the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and other federal agencies to examine hypoxia occurring in freshwater systems; and (2) such
program to be located in the Mississippi River Basin watershed.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 25, 2008: Introduced in Senate
e Jun 25, 2008: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S6162-6163)

e Jun 25, 2008: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S6163-6165)
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