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S 2980

Starting Early Starting Right Act

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Families

Introduced: May 6, 2008

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (May 6, 2008)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-hill/2980

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA]
Party: Democratic « State: PA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D.-SD Jun 2, 2008
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To May 6, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Families

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

110 HR Identical bill Sep 23, 2008: Referred to the Committee on Education and Labor, and in addition to the Committee on Ways
7001 and Means, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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Summary (as of May 6, 2008)

Starting Early Starting Right Act - Amends the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 1990 to establish, within
the Administration for Children and Families, an Office of Child Care to serve as the principal advisor to the Assistant
Secretary for Children and Families on issues regarding state-funded child care programs.

Requires the state plan under the Act to certify that the state has in effect: (1) licensing requirements applicable to child
care providers within the state that include one annual announced and one annual unannounced visit to each site at
which the provider provides child care services; and (2) licensing or registration requirements pertaining to training.

Requires the state plan to: (1) demonstrate the manner in which the state will meet the specific child care needs of low-
income and working families and how the state is implementing practices and procedures to help ensure that children
receive continuous care from the same provider; (2) provide information demonstrating that the state is ensuring that
payment rates for the provision of child care services for which assistance is provided are equal to or exceed the 75th
percentile of the current market rate for all types of child care; and (3) describe efforts to address the need for child care
for special populations.

Increases from 4% to 15% the maximum amount of child care and development block grant funds that a state may use
for specified activities designed to improve the quality of child care. Provides for minimum funding set-asides for: (1)
extension of full-day care; and (2) high-quality care for infants and toddlers.

Amends part A (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) (TANF) of title IV of the Social Security Act to provide for
increased appropriations for child care assistance grants under the TANF program for FY2009-FY2014.

Actions Timeline

e May 6, 2008: Introduced in Senate
e May 6, 2008: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S3794-3795)
e May 6, 2008: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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